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iNTrODuCTiON
Since the early nineteenth century Chicago’s lakefront has
been declared public open space for the enjoyment of 
all residents and never to be built upon (Wille, 1972, XXI). 
Chicago’s city officials and planners, over the years, have 
taken the idea seriously, ensuring the lakefront is converted 
into a public park system.  Renowned architect, urban 
designer, and author of the 1909 seminal Plan of Chicago, 
Daniel Burnham stated, “The lakefront by right belongs 
to the people. It affords their one great unobstructed view, 
stretching away to the horizon, where water and clouds 
seem to meet” (Burnham, 1908, 50).  This statement is 
the jumping off point for this thesis.  Burnham is credited 
as the planner of Chicago and he put a priority on park 
space and on Lake Michigan’s role in the city.  Burnham 
believed the abundance of park space creates better 
democracies, and his chapter on parks in the Plan of 
Chicago comes before everything else.  Burnham believed 
park space, especially lakefront park space, would give 
Chicago’s hard working citizens some respite from their 
daily life, and eventually raise the quality of city life overall. 
Today, nearly the full thirty miles of lakefront within Chicago 
belong to the public.  While this is appears to be a 
monumental achievement, it also begs the question of how 
the lakefront is perceived.  Over the years, since the creation 
of the first lakefront park in 1836, there has been substantial 
development adjacent to the lakefront park system: Lake 
Shore drive has gone from a small pedestrian path to a 
multi-lane highway, Chicago has created substantial public 
transit infrastructure, the population of the city has grown 
exponentially, and the built environment has changed 
dramatically.  With all of these changes, however, I argue 
the lakefront has not been treated as the crown jewel the city 
of Chicago prides itself on.  This thesis examines the tangible 
and the intangible factors that affect user perception of the 
lakefront park system. Tangible use issues within the 
lakefront parks system can stem from the options 
available to pedestrians, such as the use of designated 
pedestrian overpasses and underpasses to access the 
parks, barriers along Lake Shore Drive, and the availability 
of public transit or bicycle lanes.  Intangible use issues can 
stem from de facto segregation left in the city, income 
disparity, crime rates, and the feeling of welcome-
ness.  When present, these factors can either help or 
hurt how the parks are used, maintained and viewed.
Chicago’s lakefront park system is an asset, but it can be made 
into an even greater asset if it is maintained and perceived in 
the way Daniel Burnham envisioned in his 1909 plan.  This 
thesis examines each lakefront park in Chicago and conducts 
an in-depth study of three parks and their surrounding 
community areas.  Further analysis of the lakefront park 
system is layered in using existing spatial data, quantitative 
survey data on park usage, and qualitative interviews 
with park officials.  After a thorough analysis, I offer 
recommendations to improve the existing lakefront 
park system in Chicago and provide guidelines 
for the construction of new parks and completion
of the continuous lakefront park system.
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ChiCAGO LAKEFrONT pArK hiSTOry
LAKE pArK // ThE STArT
Since the early 19th century, Chicago’s lakefront has been 
declared public open space, and for the most part it has 
remained that way.  In 1836, a year before the city was 
incorporated; the federal government put Gurdon Saltonstall 
Hubbard, William F. Thornton, & William B. Archer in charge 
of selling off unsettled plots of land in Chicago in order to pay 
for the construction of the new I&M Canal (Bachrach, 2001). 
When it came the parcels of land near the lakefront, however, 
Hubbard, Thornton and Archer labeled their map, “Public 
Ground — A Common to Remain Forever Open, Clear and 
Free of any Buildings or Other Obstruction whatever” (Wille, 
1972, XXI).  The rest of Chicago’s unsettled property was sold, 
but the lakefront remained public land for all residents of the 
city to enjoy.  Not only did the construction of the canal lead 
to the creation of the first lakefront park, Lake Park, today 
known as Grant Park, but it also led to a population boom. 
Chicago’s population grew from just 200 people in 1832 to 
over 3,200 in 1835 and continued exponentially thereafter 
(Bachrach, 2001).  As the population grew larger and larger, 
the need for additional open space became apparent.
ThE pLAN OF ChiCAGO // 1909
Seventy years later, Daniel Burnham kept the same view in 
writing the Plan of Chicago in 1909.  He included the following 
paragraph to denote just how important the establishment 
of a park system along the lakefront could be for the City:
The lakefront by right belongs to the people. It affords their one 
great unobstructed view, stretching away to the horizon, where 
water and clouds seem to meet.  No mountains or high hills 
enable us to look over broad expanses of the earth’s surface; 
and perforce we must come even to the margin of the lake for 
such a survey of nature.  These views calm thoughts and feelings, 
and afford escape from the petty things of life.  Mere breadth of 
view, however, is not all.  The lake is living water, ever in motion, 
and ever changing in color and in the form of its waves.  Across 
its surface comes the broad pathway of light made by the rising 
sun; it mirrors the ever-changing forms of the clouds, and is 
illuminated by the glow of the evening sky.  Its colors vary with 
the shadows that play upon it.  In every aspect it is a living thing, 
delighting man’s eye and refreshing his spirit.  Not a foot of its 
shores should be appropriated by individuals to the exclusion 
of the people.  On the contrary, everything possible should be 
done to enhance its natural beauties, thus fitting it for the part 
it has to play in the life of the whole city.  It should be made so 
alluring that it will become the fixed habit of the people to seek 
its restful presence at every opportunity (Burnham, 1908, 50).
Burnham was very passionate about Lake Michigan’s 
role in the City, believing Chicago’s residents needed a 
restful place to get away from the demands of city life. 
He compares the lake to a living being, stating it is always 
changing and always in motion.  In his Plan of Chicago, 
the chapter on parks is listed before the chapters on 
transportation, streets, and legal concerns.  It is clear 
the abundance of park space was viewed as a priority.
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LAKEFrONT pArKS // CurrENT
Of the thirty miles of lakefront along Lake Michigan in 
Chicago, roughly twenty-six miles are public open space. 
The lakefront parks create a ribbon of green along the lake, 
and feature a lakefront trail, museums, sports stadiums 
and facilities, a zoo, the largest convention center in the 
county, a conservatory, as well as ten harbors and twenty-six 
beaches. The parks northern most point is at Touhy Avenue 
and the southernmost point is at South 102nd Street. For 
the purpose of this thesis, I have divided the lakefront parks 
into three sections: North Side, Central, and South Side. 
While the Central lakefront parks are located adjacent to 
Chicago’s central business district, the Loop, the North Side 
and South Side parks are more neighborhood-specific. I 
have also grouped certain lakefront parks together and 
labeled them as one.  For instance, all parks located in the 
South Shore neighborhood of Chicago have been given the 
title of South Shore Beaches.  This is because the lakefront 
parks in this neighborhood are known for their beaches and 
compose a distinct unit that justifies its evaluation as a whole. 
Additionally, I have grouped all of the Street End Beaches on 
the North Side of Chicago into the same category.  While each 
street end beach is a separate lakefront park, the concept 
for all of them is the same.  The individual parks contained 
in these subsections are detailed over the next few pages.
ThE ChiCAGO pArK DiSTriCT // 1934
Chicago experienced rapid population growth in the first half 
of the nineteenth century.  The new residents and political 
figures, inspired by the boulevards of Paris and the creation 
of Central Park in New York, begged for more park space in 
their own city.  In 1869, the State of Illinois passed three acts 
creating three separate park districts for the city of Chicago 
(Bachrach, 2012, 9).  The Lincoln Park Commission would 
serve the communities north and east of the Chicago River, 
the South Park Commission the communities south and east 
of the Chicago River, and the West Park Commission  the 
inland communities west of the Chicago River.  As it could 
be guessed, the Lincoln Park Commission was in charge 
of developing a lakefront park on the north side of the city,
known as Lincoln Park (Bachrach, 2012, 10).  The first task of 
the South Park Commission was to develop a newly acquired 
plot of land 1,055 acres in size into a new lakefront park. 
The South Park Commissioners even hired Frederick Law 
Olmsted’s firm, the most influential landscaping firm of the 
time, to design their South Park System, known today as 
Jackson Park, Midway Plaisance, and Washington Park 
(Bachrach, 2012, 11).  The overall goal of the three park 
commissions was to encircle Chicago in green by creating 
park space along the lakefront and a system of boulevards 
that ran in a semi-circle shape around the lakefront 
(Bachrach, 2012, 9).
Starting in the late 1880s, Chicago began annexing 
communities surrounding the city’s borders.  Annexed 
communities created their own park districts, and by the 
1930s Chicago had twenty-two independently-run park 
districts (Bachrach, 2012, 35).  However, with the onset of 
the Great Depression, many of these park districts were in 
financial ruin.  In order to gain funding through President 
Roosevelt’s New Deal and the Works Progress Administration 
Chicago residents approved the Park Consolidation Act 
of 1934, which created one unified park district for the city. 
ThE LAKEFrONT prOTECTiON OrDiNANCE // 1973
The Lake Michigan and Chicago Lakefront Protection 
Ordinance of 1973 set forth guidelines for development 
along Chicago’s lakefront. The ordinance recognizes that 
the lakefront and Lake Michigan have “special 
environmental, recreational, cultural, historical, community 
and aesthetic interests and values” and serves to 
preserve and protect every aspect of the lakefront (Lake 
Michigan and Chicago Lakefront Protection Ordinance, 
1973). The implementation of this ordinance means that 
every project constructed on or even near the lakefront 
must go through an approval process with the Chicago 
Plan Commission and must adhere to a long list of 
criteria.  Additionally, this was the first set of guidelines 
regarding the lakefront that addressed the ecological 











LAKEFrONT pArKS // NOrTh SiDE
Loyola Park and Beach: runs from Touhy Avenue on the 
North to Farewell Avenue on the South and includes 
a beach, a field house, and several sports fields.
Street End Beaches: runs from roughly Pratt 
Boulevard on the North to Ardmore Avenue on 
the South and includes several small beaches.
Lincoln Park: runs from Hollywood Avenue on the North to 
North Avenue on the South and includes Lincoln Park Zoo, 
Alfred Caldwell Lily Pond, Lincoln Park Conservatory, Peggy 
Notebaert Nature Museum, Chicago History Museum, 
Ohio Street Beach, Oak Street Beach, North Avenue Beach, 
Diversey Harbor, Belmont Harbor, Montrose Harbor, 
Montrose Avenue Beach, Foster Avenue Beach, Kathy 





Loyola Park and Beach
Street End Beaches
Lincoln Park
10photos / kellie radnis / 2014
LAKEFrONT pArKS // CENTrAL
Navy Pier: located at Grand Avenue includes an IMAX 
movie theatre, Shakespeare theatre, Children’s Museum, 
several dining establishments, a ballroom, and several 
water-based sightseeing tours, among other things.
Grant Park: runs from Roosevelt Road on the South to 
Lake Street on the North and includes the Field Museum, 
the Adler Planetarium, the Shedd Aquarium, Millennium 
Park, Maggie Daley Park, the Art Institute of Chicago, 
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LAKEFrONT pArKS // SOuTh SiDE
Burnham Park : runs from South 55th Street to Roosevelt 
Road and includes the 49th Street Beach, Oakwood/41st 
Street Beach, 31st Street Beach, 31st Street Harbor, 12th 
Street Beach, Burnham Harbor, and Northerly Island.
Jackson Park: runs from South 67th Street to South 55th Street 
and includes the Museum of Science and Industry, 63rd Street 
Beach, the Jackson Park Lagoon, a Yacht Club, three harbors, 
and several meadows and gardens, including Osaka Garden.
South Shore Beaches: runs from roughly South 79th Street 
to South 67th Street and includes Rainbow Beach, Ashe 
Beach, South Shore Beach, and South Shore Cultural Center.
Calumet Park: the southernmost lakefront pakr runs 









photos / kellie radnis / 2014
LAKEFrONT pArKS // FuTurE DEvELOpMENTS
The Friends of the Parks, a non-profit organization dedicated 
to preserving and improving Chicago’s park system for the 
use of all residents has created a movement called the Last 
Four Miles Campaign.  The Last Four Miles project was started 
in 2006 as an effort to complete and connect Chicago’s 
lakefront park system in time for the centennial of the 
Burnham Plan of 1909.  While the plan has not been realized, 
Friends of the Parks was able to produce preliminary design 
concepts after holding meetings with residents, parks 
advisory councils, community groups, and public and 
government officials (Freeze, 2010).  Unfinished plots of 
lakefront on the Southside of Chicago include: Iroquois 
Landing, a plot of land just north of Calumet Park at 95th 
Street to 92nd Street; the former U.S. Steel site located 
between 92nd Street and 79th Street; and a missing 
connection between South Shore Cultural Center at 
71st Street and Rainbow Beach at 75th Street (Freeze, 
2010). Unfinished plots of lakefront on the Northside of 
Chicago include: Ardwell Avenue to Farewell Avenue in the 
Edgewater Community, and Touhy Avenue to Juneway 
Terrace in the Rogers Park Community (Freeze, 2010). 
While envisioning preliminary plans for the new park 
system, Friends of the Parks kept several key values in mind: 
to create public access to the lakefront from Evanston 
to Indiana, create more parkland and beaches, create 
a continuous lakefront path along the entire shoreline, 
implement greenway corridor links, develop sustainable 
parks to improve the ecosystem of Lake Michigan, and 
preserve cultural history (Freeze, 2010).  Additionally, Friends 
of the Parks also hopes to maintain a community-based 
planning effort and take into account all previous plans 
regarding the lakefront and other open space in Chicago.
While the Last Four Miles campaign represents potential 
future lakefront improvements, there is real investment 
happening in Chicago’s existing lakefront park system. 
Just south of Chicago’s Loop, its central business district, 
Northerly Island is undergoing a $6.1 million dollar update 
to improve connectivity and get visitors interested in the 
waterfront, especially focusing on the idea of “coexisting” 
with wildlife (Lyderson, 2013).  Navy Pier is also currently 
under renovation for its centennial celebration in 2016 
that will bring more green space, public art, and better 
lighting (Lyderson, 2013).  On the South Side of Chicago, 
at the former site of U.S. Steel’s South Work’s Mill, a 
developer has proposed a hub of eco-friendly residential, 
commercial, research and recreational facilities, which 
will officially complete a portion of Burnham’s lakefront 
parks system.  This project is set to be completed over the 
next thirty years, with mixed-use development including 
retail, housing, and a new marina. Lakeside Development, 
LLC, which owns the site, has turned all of the lakefront 
property over to the Chicago Park District to accomplish 
a portion of the Last Four Miles plan (Lyderson, 2013).
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LAKEFrONT pArKS // LAKE ShOrE DrivE
Although iconic and well-traveled, Chicago’s Lake Shore 
Drive has been an impediment to lakefront accessibility over 
the past century.  Lake Shore Drive, referred to by Chicagoans 
as LSD, began as a right of way in front of mansions that 
lined the lakefront park property near Chicago’s north 
loop neighborhood (Chrucky, 2008).  Over the years, 
and with the advancement of motor vehicles, however, 
LSD evolved into Chicago’s first freeway.  Originally, Lake 
Shore Drive began at Oak Street, just north of the central 
business district, and extended up  to Fullerton, once the 
city’s most northern limit (Chrucky, 2008).  It was extended 
north in 1933 to Foster Avenue and the new extension 
included cloverleaf interchanges, noting the increased 
speed allowed on the drive.  These interchanges have 
since been removed in favor of a lower-speed option.   In 
1934, just in time for the Century of Progress World’s Fair, 
LSD was extended south to Jackson Park (Chrucky, 2008). 
Today, the freeway runs from the southern border of the city 
at the lakefront all the way to Hollywood Avenue, 
or 5700 North.
The most recent expansion was completed in 2013 as part 
of Lakeside Development, LLC’s mixed-use development 
plan for the former U.S. Steel site.  Lake Shore Drive now 
runs four blocks east of route 41, allowing ease of access 
to the new lakefront development which is scheduled to 
be built over the next thirty years (McCaffery Interests, Inc., 
2012).  The new extension is a divided highway with a 
planted median, bike lanes, and new lighting.  While still 
considered a part of Lake Shore Drive, the extension has a 
lower speed limit and more frequent stoplights than the 
rest of the freeway.  However, because of the high speeds 
on Lake Shore Drive, pedestrian access to the lakefront is 
severely limited in the rest of the city.  The majority of the 
lakefront parks system is accessed through a series of 
underpasses and overpasses which cut off the parks 
from the existing street grid.  As such, part of this 
thesis examines how Lake Shore Drive effects use
of the lakefront parks system in Chicago.
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LAKEFrONT pArKS // viOLENCE AND SEGrEGATiON 
There is a need to investigate racial tension in Chicago’s public 
open spaces. According to a 2012 study by the Manhattan 
Institute for Policy Research, Chicago is the most segregated 
large city in the United States (Vigdor & Glaeser, 2012).  In 
the early twentieth century this segregation led to very violent 
acts at Chicago’s beaches.  In 2011, Chicago Magazine 
published a brief article describing violence, specifically 
related to racial tension, on the beaches of Chicago over 
the past century.   Of note, a 1916 race riot at Jackson Park, a 
1919 race riot at the 25th Street and 29th Street beaches that 
lasted for 8 days, a 1921 race riot at Clarendon Beach, a 
1929 racial conflict at the Jackson Park beach where a 
Black girl scout troop was stoned off the beach 
and later several Black couples, and 1961 police 
violence and arrests due to Chicago Police defending 
Black wade-ins at Rainbow Beach (Moser, 2011). 
Though Chicago’s beaches were never officially segregated 
by race, racial tensions prevented Black beach goers from 
using the same beaches as White beach goers.  In 1912 a 
Black boy was beaten for attempting to bathe at the 39th 
Street beach (Reiff, Keating, & Grossman, 2005).  In 1919, 
a 7-day race riot broke out after a Black boy crossed an 
invisible line in the water into the ‘White’ beach at 29th 
Street.  White beach goers threw stones at the boy until he 
eventually drowned (Reiff, Keating, & Grossman, 2005). In 
1931 the 31st Street beach was primarily Black.  Throughout 
most of the twentieth century the Jackson Park beach was 
used predominantly by Whites.  White Chicagoans also 
dominated Oak Street beach for the first half of the twentieth 
century.  Near South Side beaches were dominated 
by Blacks at least through the 1980s, and Calumet Park 
Beach was predominately Hispanic through the late 1980s 
(Reiff, Keating, & Grossman, 2005).  This thesis examines 
the role of safety and violence at the beaches and in 
their surrounding neighborhoods in order to determine 
if de facto segregation still exists along the lakefront. 
Not only did racial tensions lead to violence in the past, but 
in recent years Chicago’s crime rate has been on the rise. 
Chicago was nicknamed “Murder Capital of America” by 
Fox News in 2012, after surpassing New York City in number 
of annual murders (Fox News, 2013).  It is important to note , 
however, Chicago has only one-third the population of New 
York City, therefore making Chicago’s per capita murder rate 
three times higher than that of the Big Apple.  Additionally, in 
an online poll conducted by YouGov.com on September 9-12 
of 2014, respondents rated Chicago the most dangerously 
perceived city in the United States.  53% of respondents 
stated they felt Chicago was ‘fairly unsafe’ or ‘very unsafe’ 
while only 33% of respondents stated they felt Chicago was 
‘very safe’ or ‘fairly safe’ (Moore, 2014).  Because of these 
facts, both the crime rate and perceived level of safety in 
Chicago’s lakefront park system have been examined.
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AGENCy       rESpONSiBiLiTiES
Chicago Park District      park land and facilities
Chicago Plan Commission     lakefront protection ordinance
Chicago Department of Planning and Development large lakefront site plans
Chicago Police Department     public safety and  law enforcement
Chicago Department of Transportation   local lakefront streets
Illinois Department of Transportation   lake shore drive
Chicago Transit Authority     all public transportation
Metra/Amtrak/NICD      commuter and long distance rail
Mayor’s Office of Special Events    city festivals and events
Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority   convention centers
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers    lakefront revetments
LAKEFrONT pArKS // WhO iS iN ChArGE?
In 1998, architecture critic Blair Kamin wrote a series of articles about the state of Chicago’s lakefront park system which 
eventually won him a Pulitzer Prize.  In his first article, Kamin stresses the need for a cohesive lakefront vision among the many 
agencies that govern it.  However, this can be tricky.  As outlined in the chart below, many agencies play a role in shaping 
the lakefront.  While the Chicago Park District owns and controls all the lakefront parkland, they do not have ultimate 
authority on transportation, construction projects, events, or shoreline erosion.  All of these different aspects, which 
contribute greatly to the success or failure of the lakefront park system, are controlled by separate agencies. 
Since the adoption of the Lakefront Protection Ordinance in 1973, all construction on or near the lakefront needs 
to be approved by the Chicago Plan Commission.  Public transportation is controlled by the Chicago Transit 
Authority, as well as Amtrak and Northern Indiana Commuter-Transportation (NICD).  Private automobile 
transportation is under the jurisdiction of the Illinois Department of Transportation if you are travelling on Lake 
Shore Drive, but the Chicago Department of Transportation if you are driving on any other roads.  In order to have 
a  lakefront park system that funtions in an ideal way, all agencies listed below must share a clear vision for the future. 
22
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LiTErATurE rEviEW 
SCALE // pOWErS OF TEN
In 1977 Charles and Ray Eames, the world renowned 
architects and furniture designers, released a short film 
entitled Powers of Ten: A Film Dealing with the Relative Size 
of Things in the Universe and the Effect of Adding Another 
Zero.  The film is the final version of a sketch film released 
nine years earlier, which was an adaptation of the Dutch 
book Cosmic View by Kees Boeke.  Charles and Ray Eames 
use exponential powers of ten to show the scale of everything 
in the universe.  The film starts by focusing on a couple 
enjoying a picnic at a lakefront park in Chicago.  In zooming 
out, we see how the picnicking couple is just a miniscule 
part of a greater system.  First, there is the picnicking location 
within the park, then the lakefront park, then the area 
surrounding the park, then Lake Michigan, then the city of 
Chicago, and the film continues zooming out until we are 
galaxies away from planet Earth.  The film then zooms 
back in and focuses on the hand of one of the picnickers, 
continuing to zoom until only one carbon atom appears 
on the screen.  The photos to the left demonstrate a few 
screenshots from the film.  This film has been recognized for 
its powerful message about the components of the universe 
and their scale in relation to each other (Hughes, 2012).  I 
have found its message to be very important in recognizing 
spatial scales within the lakefront park system in Chicago. 
The lakefront parks do not stand alone, they represent a 
component of a larger piece of the puzzle, be that a ribbon 
of green connecting the entire lakefront, a unifier and 
connector of all the residents of Chicago, a crown jewel on 
top of a world class city.  At a smaller scale all of the 
components of a specific lakefront park must work together: 
the park components serve a purpose, the proximity to 
the waterfront serves a purpose, and the surrounding 
neighborhood as an extension of this democratic and 
peaceful parkland serves a purpose.  When the film is 
zoomed out to 100 million light years away, the furthest 
zoom level, the narrator states, “This lonely scene, the 
galaxies like dust, is what most of space looks like.  This 
emptiness is normal.  The richness of our own neighborhood 
is the exception.” (Eames & Eames, 1977).  In order for the 
lakefront park system to be perceived in the way it was 
intended, attention must be paid to the entire stretch of 
the system, each component must be rich and useful, 
and each park must add value and pertinence to the 
surrounding community.  Throughout the remainder of 
this section I define the necessary qualities of public spaces 
that are required for Chicago’s lakefront park system to 
rise up and play the role it has been given within the city.
NEiGhBOrhOOD COMpONENTS // jACOBS
In her book, The Death and Life of Great American Cities, 
Jane Jacobs put forth four criteria necessary for the creation 
of diverse, urban-public spaces: small blocks, a mix of 
primary uses, diverse built environment, and concentration 
of people.  In terms of scale, these components refer 
to the connection between the lakefront park system 
and the surrounding neighborhood.  If the surrounding 
neighborhood contains these criteria, the thought is that 
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the streets will be in use at all hours of the day, ensuring eyes 
on the street for safety, and contributing to both planned 
and impromptu park usage.  Short or small blocks offer 
the pedestrian frequent opportunities to turn corners or 
take differing routes throughout a neighborhood, or from 
point A to point B (Jacobs, 1961, 186).  An urban space that 
contains a ‘mix of primary uses’ will have residents and 
visitors on and about the streets at all points of the day 
(Jacobs, 1961, 153). 
This mix of primary 
uses could mean that 
there are residences, 
offices, restaurants, 
religious venues, and 
many other facilities in 
the same area.  Jacobs 
notes the varying 
age of buildings in 
cities contributes to 
diversity because 
new construction 
often does not 
provide low enough 
rents for incubating new businesses (Jacobs, 
1961, 195).  I believe a varied building age along 
with varied architecture can also contribute to 
the character of the neighborhood, providing the 
pedestrian with a unique and interesting experience.  Lastly, 
to go along with the idea of short blocks and keeping 
people on the streets at all hours of the day, a concentration 
of people is required for the creation of diverse urban 
public spaces (Jacobs, 1961, 201).  While the implementation 
of short blocks may encourage a constant buzz of people, 
the concentration of people seems to rely on density.  Jacobs 
notes that diverse, urban public spaces must be interesting, 
because “no special form of city blight is nearly so devastating 
as the Great Blight of Dullness” (Jacobs, 1961, 234).  In 
stating this, Jacobs argues that city planners and architects 
must make our street 
facades and mix 
of uses interesting 
in order to keep 
people engaged.
Jacobs also discusses 
the use of parks in 
cities, stating there 
are two types of park 
space: generalized city 
parks and specialized 
city parks.  While 
generalized city parks 
can get by with nice 
landscaping and views, a specialized city park contains 
significantly more features.  Jacobs argues, “If a generalized 
city park cannot be supported by uses arising from 
natural, nearby intense diversity, it must convert from a 
generalized park to a specialized park” (Jacobs, 1961, 
108).  She notes that no matter how great the view or how 
great the landscaping of a park, these two features do not 
“ThE MOrE SuCCESSFuLLy A CiTy MiNGLES 
EvEryDAy DivErSiTy OF uSES AND 
uSErS iN iTS EvEryDAy STrEETS, ThE 
MOrE SuCCESSFuLLy, CASuALLy (AND 
ECONOMiCALLy) iTS pEOpLE ThErEBy 
ENLivEN AND SuppOrT WELL-LOCATED 
pArKS ThAT CAN ThuS GivE BACK GrACE 
AND DELiGhT TO ThEir NEiGhBOrhOODS 
iNSTEAD OF vACuiTy” - JANE JACOBS
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act as demand goods, meaning some people will not use 
a park for the landscaping or the views alone.  I find trouble 
with this statement because park quality and views can 
act as a demand good if the density of surrounding 
community is high enough.  However, if the density of the 
surrounding community is low, parks might not be used 
as well without incorporating specialized features.  For 
instance, swimming pools, fishing, sports fields, music 
and carnival like activities can be used to increase park 
usage.  Jacobs also identifies “minor” demand goods, 
which are often crowded out of city parks, but could act 
to increase park utilization.  Minor demand goods could 
be something like bike shares, barbeque areas, and ice 
skating rinks.  While generalized parks can be a great 
neighborhood attraction in neighborhoods that are 
already great, Jacobs notes that they can act to depress 
neighborhoods that are not so great (Jacobs, 1961, 111).  For 
these areas, converting generalized parks to specialized 
parks or even adding minor demand goods can help to 
create a valuable neighborhood attraction.  She notes, 
“the more successfully a city mingles everyday diversity 
of uses and users in its everyday streets, the more 
successfully, casually (and economically) its people thereby 
enliven and support well-located parks that can thus give 
back grace and delight to their neighborhoods instead 
of vacuity” (Jacobs, 1961, 111).  Therefore, the surrounding 
neighborhood plays a large role in how well a park is 
utilized.  If the surrounding neighborhood is successful 
then its parks will be well appreciated and utilized.  If the 
surrounding neighborhood lacks these features, then 
the neighborhood park will not be appreciated and well 
utilized.  This idea is summed up in her statement, “the 
worst problem parks are located precisely where people 
do not pass by and likely never will” Jacobs, 1961, 107).
pArK COMpONENTS // WhyTE
Nearly two decades later the urbanist William Whyte, 
observed people in New York City’s public plazas and 
produced a book and short film entitled The Social Life of 
Small Urban Spaces.  It was here Whyte identified several 
components that make great urban open spaces.  An 
ample amount of diverse and moveable seating, the 
presence of sun, trees, water, the ability to purchase food, 
the connection with the street, and ‘triangulation,’ 
a component that makes people talk to each 
other as if they knew each other, all play a role in 
the creation of successful plazas or urban parks. 
Whyte argues the best seating options in a public park 
have to do with choice.  In order to make the pedestrian 
comfortable, a number of seating options and locations 
must be present (Whyte, 1980, 28).  Moveable chairs 
“iT’S NOT riGhT TO puT WATEr 
BEFOrE pEOpLE AND ThEN KEEp 
ThEM AWAy FrOM iT” 
- WILLIAM WHYTE
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do the best job of creating pedestrian comfort because 
they can be moved, if only an inch, to make if feel as if the 
pedestrian has a choice of where to sit.  Providing ample 
seating also encourages use because pedestrians are 
invited to stay for a while, perhaps read a book, or enjoy 
a meal.  Whyte finds sun to be a necessary quality in the 
creation of public spaces (Whyte, 1980, 44).  People like 
the ability to sit in the sun and soak up its rays.  However, 
an integral counterpart to the provision of sun is the 
presence of trees.  Public parks also require trees for people 
who wish to be shaded from the sun.  Therefore, these 
two features go hand in hand.  These components may 
seem like common sense, but the ability to choose whether 
to be in the sun or the shade and have a sufficient 
amount of seating components to do so can make
or break park usage.
Whyte discusses the presence of a water feature as a 
component of a successful public park (Whyte, 1980, 
48).  However, it is not enough to have water to look at; 
ideally, pedestrians must be able to interact with the water. 
Whyte specifically mentions Buckingham Fountain in
Chicago, which has been surrounded by an electrified 
fence to keep people out.  He notes, “It’s not right to put 
water before people and then keep them away from 
it” (Whyte, 1980, 48).  The sound of water is important 
because it has the ability to mask the noise of the city 
and produce a soothing effect.  Although this thesis 
focuses on lakefront parks in Chicago which no doubt 
contain a large water presence in Lake Michigan, the 
lake is more often than not, inaccessible to park users.
Food vendors within parks are an important component to 
a successful public space.  Whyte refers to food vendors as 
the “caterers of the city’s outdoor life” (Whyte, 1980, 50). 
The presence of food vendors in a public park fills a void; 
because a public park or plaza exists, a restaurant does 
not exist in that location.  Therefore, pedestrians are likely 
to enjoy the inclusion of a food vendor into a public park 
because it allows them to purchase food they would 
otherwise have to leave the park to procure.  Many of 
Chicago’s lakefront parks are vast, going on for thousands 
of acres.  Having the opportunity to procure food within the 
parks would create a more enjoyable experience because 
it decreases the travelling time and effort a pedestrian 
would have to incur otherwise.  Chicago does not allow 
food carts as other major cities do, however, their inclusion 
could provide the Park District with a very low
upfront cost alternative to constructing brick and
mortar concession options.
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“ThE ArEA WhErE ThE STrEET AND pLAzA Or OpEN SpACE MEET iS KEy TO 
SuCCESS Or FAiLurE. iDEALLy, ThE TrANSiTiON ShOuLD BE SuCh ThAT iT’S 
hArD TO TELL WhErE ONE ENDS AND ThE OThEr BEGiNS“ - WILLIAM WHYTE
The connection provided to the street grid is also an 
integral component of any park.  Whyte argues, “The 
area where the street and plaza or open space meet is 
key to success or failure. Ideally, the transition should be 
such that it’s hard to tell where one ends and the other 
begins“(Whyte, 1980, 57).  If a park or plaza begins at the 
street level, it will encourage impulse use.  This point speaks 
to Jane Jacobs’ notion that generalized parks will only be 
successful if the surrounding neighborhood is successful. 
Concerning the lakefront park system, the surrounding 
community must have the appropriate density as well as 
an interesting streetscape to encourage walkability, and 
thus impulse use.  A park integrated into the street grid will 
encourage people to use it.  This can be demonstrated 
by the demolition of fences surrounding a park.  A fence 
can make a park feel closed off, but when eliminated, 
can make a park feel as if it were part of the cityscape.
Finally, Whyte discusses the idea of triangulation as an 
integral component in making a public space work. 
Triangulation can be described as the “process by which 
some external stimulus provides a linkage between people 
and prompts strangers to talk to each other as though 
they were not” (Whyte, 1980, 94).  These external forces 
can be anything from a sculpture, to the presence of 
musical performers, or an interesting architectural feature. 
Whyte notes that the external influence is something that 
would be considered rude not to talk about.  This is very 
similar to Jacobs’ notion of minor demand goods in a 
park.  Whyte argues that street performers and musicians 
draw crowds of people and get them all interested in 
this one thing.  While Whyte understands that these 
minor demand goods are illegal in certain public spaces, 
he urges for the creation of friendlier public spaces.
WALKABiLiTy // jEFF SpECK
Walkability is an important quality that I believe is 
necessary for the creation of fully accessible park spaces 
along Chicago’s lakefront.  Chicago is the third largest city 
in the United States, with the second largest public 
transportation system in the country.  Therefore, many 
residents of the city will look toward options other than 
personal automobiles to access these green spaces.  Just 
over thirty years after William White’s work on successful 
public space, Jeff Speck, in his book, Walkable City, 
defined four necessary qualities for ideal walkability within 
cities: usefulness, safety, comfort, and interestingness. 
He coins the phrase “General Theory of Walkability” to 
encompass these four qualities (Speck, 2012, 11).  Speck 
views walkability as an extremely important factor in 
creating cities that work for our society and work to create 
wealth, health, and sustainability (Speck, 2012, 16). 
Walkable cities ensure eyes on the street and successful 
use of public space through planned and impromptu use.
Speck argues that a walk must be useful, stating that 
automobiles should act as servants, but instead have 
been given the role of masters in our current cities. 
The National Interstate and Defense Highways Act of 
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1956 created a mentality in city planning that focused 
around automobiles (Speck, 2012, 76).  In order to create 
a useful walk, automobiles will need to take a back seat 
when it comes to city planning.  Speck argues for an idea 
he calls “reduced demand”, the idea that if we build 
smaller roads and less roads, then there will be less 
automobile dependence (Speck, 2012, 94).  This is the 
opposite of the idea of “induced demand”, so prevalent 
in transportation planning over the past sixty years.  The 
evolution of Lake Shore Drive in Chicago over the years 
is a prime example of this.  Whereas the lakefront park 
system was created as a respite 
for Chicago’s residents, park 
goers are now faced with a 
multitude of underpasses and 
overpasses, and the noise of cars 
speeding by.  
Another component in creating a useful walk is to have a 
mix of uses.  A proper mixed-use development includes 
places to live, work, shop, eat, drink, learn, recreate, 
convene, worship, heal, visit, celebrate, and sleep 
(Speck, 2012, 112).  This is similar to Jacobs’ criterion mix 
of primary uses.  Both authors stress that a multitude of 
features or uses in or surrounding public spaces creates 
walkability and increases the use factor.  In addition to 
reduced demand and a mix of uses in downtown areas, 
Speck argues that planners must get the parking right.  He 
states, “Parking covers more acres of urban America than any 
other one thing” (Speck, 2012, 115).  This is apparent within 
Chicago’s lakefront park system as large surface parking 
lots dot the waterfront.  Although they accommodate 
visitors, they are unsightly and mostly unoccupied for 
the majority of the year.  According to Donald Shoup, a 
professor at UCLA, “the cost of all parking in the U.S. exceeds 
the value of all cars and may even exceed the value of all 
roads” (Speck, 2012, 117).  Speck argues that, similar to 
the automobile, we should be making parking work for 
cities instead of cities working for parking.  Additionally, we 
should be investing in transit over private automobiles 
because “walkable neighborhoods can thrive in the 
absence of transit, but walkable 
cities rely on it utterly” (Speck, 
2012, 71).  By promoting transit, 
we can promote more densely 
populated neighborhoods, 
which equate to more 
walkable neighborhoods and 
a more walkable city overall.  
Speck stresses a walk must feel safe; this is accomplished 
by protecting the pedestrian and promoting bicycles. 
Speck, like Jacobs, argues for small block size in order to 
give the pedestrian more choice (Speck, 2012, 164).  He 
also notes the importance of narrow streets and reduced 
visibility and sight triangle to ensure automobiles travel at 
safe speeds.  Speck states, “The safest roads are those that 
feel the least safe, demanding more attention from drivers” 
(Speck, 2012, 174).  American traffic engineers often add 
signs or speed bumps when there is a problem with a road. 
“pArKiNG COvErS MOrE ACrES 
OF urBAN AMEriCA ThAN
ANy OThEr ONE ThiNG”
- JEFF SPECK 
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However, the Danish concept of “naked streets” where roads 
are stripped of all signage, has led to slower driving speeds 
and far fewer automobile accidents.  Removing one-way 
streets is another way to get more vehicle traffic, however, 
travelling at reduced, safer speeds (Speck, 2012, 181). 
Speck notes that removing one-ways and converting them 
into two-way streets, often alleviates traffic congestion and 
creates more downtown vitality.  Additionally, pedestrian 
safety can be increased by adding a lane of parking 
along the sidewalk (Speck, 2012, 182).  This will act as a buffer 
to the pedestrian, creating a welcoming atmosphere for 
walking as well as sidewalk dining.  Speck argues that cities 
that are most pedestrian friendly often lack push-button 
traffic signals (Speck, 2012, 185).  This seems counter-intuitive, 
since these traffic signals allow the pedestrian to control 
traffic lights; however, these push-buttons also denote that 
the automobile dominates the road.  The pedestrian must 
use the push-button to ask to cross the road.  Cities without 
push-buttons show the pedestrian is dominant over the 
automobile.  The last step in making a safe walk is welcoming 
bicycles (Speck, 2012, 72).  Speck argues that bicycles thrive 
in pedestrian-friendly environments and cities that welcome 
biking rely less on automobiles.  With Lake Shore Drive 
bisecting the majority of Chicago’s lakefront parks pedestrians 
face concrete barriers as protection from high speed traffic. 
Next, Speck argues for creating a comfortable walk by 
shaping spaces and planting trees.  In order to be 
comfortable, pedestrians like to feel enclosed when walking 
down a street (Speck, 2012, 214).  This means there must be 
buildings on both sides of the street.  If there is a four story 
building on one side of the street and a surface parking 
lot on the other side, the pedestrian will not get a sense of 
enclosure, and will feel less safe.  Speck calls these areas 
“missing teeth” and notes that many downtowns across 
America could be very walkable if they just fixed a few of 
these enclosure problems.  Speck uses an analogy given 
by Jan Gehl, a researcher of how people use spaces, “if 
a dinner party is held at narrow tables, a festive mood 
quickly catches on because everyone can talk in several 
directions across the table” (Speck, 2012, 218).  This can 
be related to the creation of spaces between buildings, 
be it streets, or small parks.  If they are small, there is 
more chance for interaction.  This argument can be useful 
especially in Chicago’s low-income communities, where 
buildings are often boarded up and empty lots overgrown. 
This environment does not promote walking because the 
pedestrian feels too exposed.  Street trees can also play a 
role in the way a pedestrian feels in a public space.  They 
provide shade on sunny days, reduce the temperature in 
hot weather, absorb rainwater, reduce emissions, and limit 
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“ALMOST NOBODy TrAvELS 
WiLLiNGLy FrOM SAMENESS TO 
SAMENESS AND rEpETiTiON TO 
rEpETiTiON, EvEN iF ThE phySiCAL 
EFFOrT rEquirED iS TriviAL”
- JANE JACOBS
the effect of wind (Speck, 2012, 223).  Trees can provide 
the sense of enclosure lacking in some of these areas.
According to Speck, pedestrians must be constantly 
entertained in order to enjoy and continue to walk.  Speck 
argues that the type of construction prevalent since the 
1950s has its fair share of boring facades, and parking 
lots are not very exciting either (Speck, 2012, 237).  Street 
facades can be made more interesting with the use of 
windows, benches, awnings, lighting, and columns. 
Parking garages, by adding retail on the first floor facing 
the sidewalk, can be made more inviting to pedestrians. 
Speck quotes Jane Jacobs, stating “almost nobody travels 
willingly from sameness to sameness and repetition to 
repetition, even if the physical effort required is trivial” 
(Speck, 2012, 246).  Just as Jacobs called for a mix of building 
ages, Speck calls for each city block to have as many 
different buildings as possible.  This will allow the pedestrian 
to be “rewarded with the continuously unfolding panorama 
that comes from many hands at work” (Speck, 2012, 246). 
In other words, the pedestrian will always have something 
to look at because the street facade is always changing 
as they walk.  In speaking of park space, Speck argues, 
“we shouldn’t allow open space to rip apart the urban 
fabric of our walkable city centers” meaning that parks 
must be connected to the street greed of the city and easily 
accessible (Speck, 2012, 251).  While all of these things listed 
above contribute to creating an ideal of a walkable city, 
Speck notes that often we must pick our winners (Speck, 
2012, 72).  Even in the most walkable cities, it is impossible for 
every neighborhood to be an ideal of walkability.  Therefore, 
we must pick certain street corners or certain portions of 
each neighborhood that have the potential to be great and 
focus on those.  Ideally, they can also serve as connectors to 
other important areas of the city, such as to the parks along 
the lakefront in the case of Chicago.  In my observational 
research I focus on Chicago’s east-west arterial roads 
connecting the rest of Chicago to the lakefront.  These roads 
intersect the city at one-mile intervals; these are my winners. 
If the arterial roads provide an ideal level of walkability 
each park can be accessed and utilized by pedestrians. 
However, if these roads do not provide the pedestrian with 
a comfortable level of walkability, they have failed and 
walking will not be the chosen mode to access a 
lakefront park.  The components described by Jacobs,
Whyte, and Speck all play a role in creating the ideal
lakefront park and park system.  
CriME pErCEpTiON // ChiCAGO
In his 1972 book Defensible Space: Crime Prevention Through 
Urban Design, Oscar Newman defined a concept known 
as defensible space.  It can be viewed as “a model for 
residential environments which inhibits crime by creating 
the physical expression of a social fabric that defends itself” 
(Newman, 1972, 3).  This means, if residential developments 
are built in a way that gives the residents a sense of 
responsibility, it will ensure there are eyes on the street and 
crime will be less likely to occur.  Newman states, “when 
people begin to protect themselves as individuals and not 
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as a community, the battle against crime is effectively lost” 
(Newman, 1972, 3).  Therefore, a feeling of community and 
community responsibility must be felt in order for residents 
to care about the community as a whole.  Tall skyscrapers 
or tower-in-the-park public housing developments do not 
lend this type of atmosphere.  Newman found that higher 
crime rates occurred in high-rise public housing versus 
lower-rise public housing.  He attributed this to the idea 
that residents do not feel any sort of control or responsibility 
over housing that inhabits so many people.  In low-rise 
housing, residents feel more control over their units and thus 
more responsibility to keep their neighborhoods safe.  I feel 
that this theory can carry over to public open space.  Parks 
that are located adjacent to low-rise housing or another 
version of many eyes on the street will be the safest parks. 
In terms of police strategies, the Broken Windows Theory, 
which is said to have been employed successfully in Newark 
and New York City, is currently being applied within Chicago’s 
Police Department.  The theory was developed in 1982 by 
George Kelling and James Wilson and debuted in an article 
in The Atlantic.  The broken windows theory is formed on the 
basis that if a window is broken and remains unrepaired, 
it signals to the community However, if a window is broken
and then repaired, it shows the community that the building 
owner cares whether or not his windows are broken 
(Wilson & Kelling, 1982).  Regarding crime perception, the 
broken windows theory focuses on cracking down on small 
offenses, such as public intoxication, public urination, litter
and other minor crimes.  The idea is that if police care about 
the prevention of little crimes, it will scale up and prevent
crime at a higher level.
This theory is not without criticism, however.  According to 
two University of Chicago professors, Bernard Harcourt 
and Jens Ludwig, the Broken Windows Theory tends to act 
unfavorably toward poor people and minorities.  In New 
York City, it led to a disproportionately high arrest rate for 
Blacks (Sterbenz, 2014).  A Berkeley Law School Professor, 
Franklin Zimring, suggests that crime is situational, meaning 
criminals will not act if they see a police officer present. 
Zimring feels increasing the number of police on the street 
will prevent crime overall, and credits former Mayor David 
Dinkins for reducing crime in New York, not Broken Windows. 
Dinkins increased the police force by 8,000 and promoted a 
community policing policy where police officers get to know 
a certain neighborhood and its residents (Sterbenz, 2014).
 
A community policing strategy might be a better route 
than Broken Windows Theory for Chicago; however, this 
requires the presence of additional police officers on the 
streets.  This will eventually lead to an increased feeling of 
safety among Chicago residents.  From recent reports, it 
appears Chicago has reduced its number of officers on 
the streets and residents are feeling more unsafe than 
ever.  Perhaps it is time to change course away from Broken 
Windows Theory and toward a community policing policy.
This way police officers will understand the residents within 
the specific community they are assigned and can focus 
on protecting them and preventing large-scale crime.
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dog beach / lawrence avenue / lincoln park / radnis / 2014
rESEArCh DESiGN
This thesis analyzes Chicago’s lakefront park system in terms 
of perceptions and reality.  In order to evaluate the park 
system I have analyzed existing quantitative and spatial 
data regarding crime statistics, demographic information, 
and public transportation, producing nearly twenty maps 
using ArcGIS software.  Additionally, on November 13th 
through the 18th of 2014, I conducted site visits of twenty-
one lakefront park locations in Chicago and gathered 
observational data at each location in terms of park quality 
and features and neighborhood quality.  In January of 
2015, I distributed an online survey through email and social 
media which asked participants several questions about 
their interaction with the lakefront park system, including one 
that asked participants to rank each park location in terms 
of their perceived safety at each site.  This survey garnered 
108 responses.  Lastly, in order to compare the viewpoint 
of the general public garnered from the online survey, I 
conducted two one-on-one interviews with individuals 
involved with the lakefront park system in a professional 
capacity. The results of these four sources of data culminate 
in an overarching theme regarding Chicago’s lakefront.
EXiSTiNG DATA // MAppiNG
I analyzed existing demographic and spatial information 
made available through the City of Chicago and 
MetroData Chicago.  I chose to look specifically at median 
income levels, racial and ethnic composition, and crime 
data to gain an understanding of the city as a whole. 
Additionally, I mapped all public transportation, beaches, 
harbors, park facilities and recreational opportunities. 
I then performed a network analysis to determine 
access to transit and amenities along the lakefront.
OBSErvATiONAL DATA
On November 13th-18th, 2014 I travelled to Chicago to 
gather observational data in the lakefront park system.  I 
divided the lakefront into access points at one-mile intervals 
for a total of twenty-two separate access points.  These 
one-mile-apart access points represent major arterial 
roads in Chicago.  My thought, in using these arterials, 
was that there should be an ideal level of lakefront access 
at these arterial roads.  I visited each access point over the 
course of four days; at each site I completed two personal 
surveys and photographed current conditions of each park.
The first survey I completed at each site was a checklist of 
features available at each park.  My checklist consisted of fifty-
five features, which I compiled by noting all of the features the 
Chicago Park District provides throughout the city.  At each 
location, I circled the features present, such as a playground, 
a beach, a food vendor, bathroom facilities, bike parking, 
nearby community centers or libraries.  Many of the features 
listed on my checklist can be found online through the 
Chicago Park District website, but my survey allowed me to 
use the defined access points to find each feature for myself. 
Meaning, the Chicago Park District might list fitness facilities 
available in Jackson Park, but if I could not see any during 
my visit, I did not mark that feature down on my checklist.
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site:       47th Street / Burnham Park                       PARK QUALITY INSPECTION 
 
FEATURE POOR MID AVG MID HIGH NOTES 
cleanliness: litter    x   
cleanliness: glass    x   
cleanliness: graffiti    x   
cleanliness: weeds   x    
landscaping: lawns    x   
landscaping: water x     no access to water 
landscaping: trails   x   one paved trail 
landscaping: fields    x   
structural: playground  x    old 
structural: pavement  x    old streets 
structural: benches  x    8 broken 
structural: fences    x  bent in some places 
structural: sidewalks   x    
structural: lighting      n/a 
surroundings: sidewalks     x  
surroundings: street length   x    
surroundings: street facade     x  
surroundings: connectivity x     lake shore drive blocks water 
surroundings: # of people  x    one person in park/ 50 degrees/ cloudy 
 
At each site I also filled out a personal survey regarding park 
and neighborhood quality.  An example of my quality rating 
sheet can be seen on the opposite page.  I broke down the 
park facilities into four categories and used a Likert scale to 
rate the cleanliness, landscaping, structural features, and 
surrounding neighborhood of each access point.  In terms 
of cleanliness, I rated each space on the amount of litter, 
glass, graffiti, and weeds.  I felt that if a park space was 
well utilized and cared for, these elements would not be 
present.  When looking at landscaping, I rated each space 
on the appearance of its lawns, fields, water access, and 
trails.  Similar to the category of cleanliness, I felt that a well 
maintained and landscaped park would constitute high 
usage and positive perception of the park.  The structural 
components of park space also play a role in usage.  If there 
are broken benches, or cracked pavements it implies that 
park is not cared for or used enough to demand structural 
repairs.  I rated the structural quality of playgrounds, 
benches, fences, sidewalks, lighting, and pavement. 
Additionally, examining the surrounding neighborhood of 
each access point allowed me to assess the walkability of 
each space.  I evaluated the public right of way, including 
sidewalks and landscaping, looking for adequate 
lighting at night, and determining the primary mix of 
uses in the surrounding streets.  Ideally, parks which were 
connected to the street grid and featured safe and well-
maintained public right of ways would lead to high usage 
of park space and a positive perception of the area.
ONLiNE SurvEy
In January of 2015 I released an online survey made using 
surveygizmo.com and distributed it on social media, public 
online forums, and by e-mail to several acquaintances 
in Chicago.  The survey asked general demographic 
information before getting into questions regarding 
respondents’ interaction with the lakefront park system.  I felt 
it was important to understand what type of people were 
visiting the lakefront parks and where they were coming from. 
In order to determine public opinion and use of the lakefront 
park system, I asked how often each respondent visited the 
lake, which parks they visited, and how easy or difficult they 
felt it was to get to and from the parks.  Because I wanted to 
test out how the north side parks are viewed in comparison 
to the south side parks, I asked respondents to rank each 
lakefront park in terms of perceived safety.  From January
26th through February 28th of 2015, I received 108 
survey responses.
iNTErviEWS
Lastly, I conducted one-on-one interviews with professionals 
involved with the Chicago lakefront park system.  From these 
interviews, I sought perspective on how the Chicago Park 
District and relevant non-profit organizations view 
accessibility along the lakefront.  Specifically, I 
questioned my interview subjects regarding the 
development of Lake Shore Drive, priorities in lakefront 
park development, and the impact of recent projects.
36











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































EXiSTiNG DATA // MEDiAN hOuSEhOLD iNCOME
The map below details median household income by 
census tract as recorded in the American Community Survey 
2008-2013 5-year estimates.  The darker shades represent 
census tracts with high median incomes, while the lighter 
shades represent those with low median incomes.  This map 
demonstrates the North Side of Chicago has a higher median 
income overall, compared to the South Side of the city.  The 
income divide that exists in Chicago is clearly present from
 this map.  The central business district as well as the North 
Side are very affluent compared to the rest of the
census tracts in the city.
EXiSTiNG DATA // rACE AND EThNiCiTy
The map below is a dot density map showing one dot for 
every ten residents of Chicago.  The dots are color coded 
to show racial and ethnic composition as recorded in the 
2010 Decennial Census.  The South Side is made up of 
predominantly low-income Black residents while the North 
Side is made up of predominantly high-income Caucasian 
residents.  However, it appears the ares with the most 
mixed ethinic make-up fit into the middle income levels 
instead of into the extreme categories.  Overall, trends 
















EXiSTiNG DATA // CriME
In looking at the crime data for Chicago I have analyzed 
the volume of crime that has occurred throughout the city 
in the past year, 2014.  If a lakefront park goer is required 
to travel through an area of particularly high crime rate, 
this could deter visitors for fear of safety.  I wanted to 
compare the reported crime statistics with the perception 
of park visitors.  The map to the left is a heat map 
produced using the Getis-Ord Gi* function in ArcGis. 
I first spatially joined the reported crime incidents file
for the year 2014 to the most recent census tract file.  From 
there I was able to get a count of the number of crimes 
that have occurred in each census tract over the past 
year.  Then, I ran the Getis-Ord Gi* tool to determine 
where census tracts of high crime were clustered, 
hotspots, and where census tracts of low crime were 
clustered, coolspots.  The function produced z-scores 
which denote the confidence level of the results.  Z-scores 
higher than 1 are shown in red and are referred to as 
hotspots.  The higher the z-core, the darker the hotspots 
are  colored.  These hotspots are areas where census 
tracts have high levels of crime and are clustered around 
each other.  Z-scores between 1 and -1 were not given 
a color and are not shown on the map because their 
results were not significant enough to show clustering 
of crime.  Z-scores lower than negative one are shown 
in blue and denoted as coolspots.  The lower the z-core, 
CriME rATE
the darker the coolspots are  colored.  These are areas where
many census tracts have low levels of crime.
The map shows hot spots in Chicago’s central business 
district, the far West Side of the city, and the South Side, 
near the South Shore Beaches and the  southern edge of 
Jackson Park.  Since the central business district is where a 
large portion of the city travels to work, it may have a high 
crime rate because of the density of people during the 
day.  The other two hot spots are in areas that are very low-
income Black communities on the South and West Sides 
of the city.  The safest areas of the city, however, appear to
be middle-income, ethnically mixed communities.
EXiSTiNG DATA // NETWOrK ANALyST
The next series of maps in this section were made using the 
Network Analyst feature of ArcGIS.  I created a fishnet of 
coordinate points along Chicago’s lakefront and then used 
a pedestrian-friendly road network to create polygons of 
walking distances up to one-half mile from each coordinate 
point.  I used these walking distances as a base and from 
there was able to spatially join desired features such as 
trains, buses, ferries, commuter rail, shops, restaurants, 
museums, sports fields, and park features.  I rated these 
features based on their distance to the lakefront at a specific 
coordinate, meaning the further away a bus stop the lower 
it scored at that point.  Once I created a score for each 
coordinate point, I normalized the scores and created a 
surface model reflecting access along the entire lakefront.
The first map shows a surface model scoring system for 
public transportation along Chicago’s lakefront park system. 
I evaluated ‘L’ trains, buses, Metra commuter rail, and ferries. 
Since they are the fastest and the most affordable option, ‘L’ 
trains were rated the highest, followed by buses, and then 
commuter rail and ferries.  I evaluated these components on 
their speed, frequency, price, and hours in operation.  The 
darker the surface model shading the more transportation 
options there are within half a mile walk of that lakefront 
park location.  A full rating system is shown in the appendix.
 
The next map shows a surface model scoring system for 
amenities within or adjacent to the lakefront park system.  I 
evaluated restaurants, shops, museums, sports stadiums, 
park features and any other attractions.  Each feature 
was given a score of one, and the scores were weighted 
lower the further the feature was from the lakefront.  The 
darker the surface model shading the more amenities 
there are within a half mile walk of that lakefront location.
Finally, the last map shows the full access score of the 
lakefront park system.  Both the transportation score 
and the amenities score were factored in and weighted 
evenly to produce a surface model.  The purpose of this 
map is to show the difference in desirability of lakefront 
park locations.  The darkest areas are those with high 
scores, meaning they are both easy to get to and have 
many nearby options for dining, shopping, or recreating.
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EXiSTiNG DATA // TrANSpOrTATiON
Two distinctly transit-rich areas within the lakefront 
park system include Lincoln Park near Belmont Avenue 
and Grant Park, which is adjacent to Chicago’s central 
business district, the Loop.  The Lincoln Park location 
is near three ‘L’ train stations as well as several bus 
stops.  The Grant Park location is close to seven ‘L’ train 
stations, several buses, a large Metra commuter rail 
hub, and the only two ferry stops along the lakefront.
The North Side lakefront parks located above Lawrence 
Avenue also scored relatively highly compared to 
the rest of the lakefront.  These lakefront locations 
are adjacent to multiple stations of two ‘L’ lines and 
several buses.  Additionally, Lake Shore Drive ends a 
few blocks north of Lawrence Avenue, contributing 
to easier walkability to transit located further away.
The entirety of Burnham Park from Roosevelt Road to 
South 55th Street, as well as Calumet Park at South 
95th Street scored extremely low. While there are a 
couple buses that have stops near these parks they 
are lacking any other form of transit.  Additionally, Lake 
Shore Drive, Metra commuter rail lines, and freight 
train lines impede accessibility along the lakefront 
in these locations because pedestrians must cross 
over these in order to access the lakefront parks. 
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EXiSTiNG DATA // AMENiTiES
The two lakefront parks with the highest number of 
amenities within a half mile of their location were Grant 
Park and Lincoln Park near North Avenue.  Since Grant 
Park is adjacent to Chicago’s central business district 
there are many restaurants, Chicago’s theatre district, 
museum campus, two boat harbors, and several other 
points of interest.  The area of Lincoln Park around North 
Avenue is home to several sports fields and recreational 
opportunities, a beach, a few museums and a multitude 
of restaurants in the neighboring Old Town 
neighborhood.
Lincoln Park near Belmont Avenue received relatively high 
scores, as did all of the lakefront parks north of Lawrence 
Avenue.  Belmont Avenue houses one the ten boat harbors 
in the city, and the surrounding neighborhood is home 
to a unique shopping destination, a baseball stadium, 
a few concert venues, and an abundance of bars and 
restaurants.  As for the far North Side, Loyola University 
occupies a portion of the lakefront north of Lincoln Park, 
meaning there is a vibrant campus adjacent to the 
lakefront with shops, restaurants, and several
other amenities.
The entirety of Burnham Park and Calumet Park once 
again scored the lowest of any lakefront park locations. 
Despite University of Chicago’s presence adjacent 
to Jackson Park on the South Side, it also scored low. 
university of chicago parking lots near the lakefront in jackson park /55th street / radnis / 2014
























EXiSTiNG DATA // OvErALL ACCESS SCOrE
In zooming out to the full lakefront and creating a surface 
model of access scores, I was able to identify the areas of 
the lakefront park system that are not performing as well 
as they could be.  The lakefront park system was intended 
to be a crown atop the city, a respite for the hard-working 
residents of Chicago.  However, Chicago’s working class
South Side has the worst access to the lakefront.  
The map to the right combines the public transit scores and 
the amenities scores to come up with a final access score. 
There are several clearly defined locations with great transit 
and ample amenities.  Grant Park is an obvious winner 
because of its proximity to the central business district. 
However, Lincoln Park at both North Avenue and Belmont 
Avenue also have very high scores, as do the Street End 
Beaches and Loyola Park and Beach.  Every single high 
scoring lakefront park is located on the North Side.  While 
there are some ‘missing teeth’ in the otherwise very 
accessible North Side, it is nothing compared to the
South Side of the city.
Jackson Park scored the highest of the entire South Side, 
but did not make it past a score of forty percent accessibility 
relative to the rest of the lakefront.  Jackson Park’s adjacent 
neighborhood of the same name is home to the University 
of Chicago, however, unlike the Loyola University campus 
on the North Side, University of Chicago did not contribute 
greatly to the overall access score of Jackson Park. 
Additionally, because of a lack of transit options, several 
impediments to a comfortable pedestrian experience, 
and a lack of density and amenities on the South Side, 
Burnham Park and Calumet Park scored extremely low.
According to Gia Biagi, former Chief of Staff at the 
Chicago Park District, the lakefront in Chicago is 
dramatically different than waterfront in other parts of the 
world because of Burnham’s plan.  Burnham put parks 
before transportation in his 1909 Plan of Chicago.  Now 
that the lakefront parks have been mostly completed, 
perhaps it is time to revisit other components of what 
makes a city great.  The South Side parks are lacking 
amenities, transportation, and several parts have 
extremely high crime rates.  What is the purpose of a 
beautiful lakefront park if it is difficult to get to and has 
no draw to pull users in?  As was seen in The Powers of 
Ten, the individual lakefront parks are components of 
something larger; they all contribute in creating a green
ribbon that stretches from Indiana to the northern 
border of Chicago.  More than that, the lakefront 
park system is a component of the city at large 
and it should be integrated and viewed as such. 
The access score map on the right shows only the existing 
infrastructure of the city. The next sections will layer in qualitative 
survey data and subjective observational research.  In
 layering in various types of research I am able to 
understand the character of each lakefront park,
and the system as a whole.
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SurvEy DATA // DEMOGrAphiCS
Over the course of four weeks 108 people responded to my online survey.  Of that total, 48% of respondents were 
between the ages of 25 and 34.  15% were between the ages of 18 and 24, 8% were between the ages of 35 and 
44, 16% were between the ages of 45 and 54, and 13% of respondents were over the age of 55.  Additionally, 80% 
of survey respondents identified as Caucasian.  3% identified as Black, 6% identified as Asian, 8% identified as 
Hispanic, and another 3% identified as Other, or mixed race.  The split between male and female respondents 
was pretty even, with 53 female respondents, 48 male respondents, and 1 respondent who identified as Other.
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SurvEy DATA
SurvEy DATA // pArK uSAGE AND rESiDENCE 
Most survey respondents stated they visit the lakefront parks seldom (1-3 times per year) or occasionally (4-12 times per 
year). There were far fewer respondents that claimed to use the lakefront park system on a more regular basis, with 9 
respondents stating they use the lakefront park system regularly (13-24 time per year) and 11 respondents stating they use 
the lakefront park system frequently (more than 24 times per year). Only 5 respondents claim to never visit the lakefront 
parks. Of 99 respondents who also provided their home zip code, 41 live in Chicago and 46 live in the Chicago suburbs, 
or Chicago MSA.  4 respondents live elsewhere in Illinois, and 8 respondents live in states other than Illinois.  The chart 
below shows more frequent use of the lakefront park system by Chicago residents and people living in nearby suburbs.
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Frequently Regularly Occasionally Seldom Never
Chicago Suburbs Illinois Other


























More than 80 of survey respondents have visited Navy Pier and Grant Park.  Not only are these parks centrally located 
and close to transit, they are also the most likely to host programmed entertainment, such as concerts or festivals.  77 
survey respondents stated they have visited Lincoln Park, which is home to several institutions such as the Lincoln Park 
Zoo, the Lincoln Park Conservatory, Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool, and the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum.  The far South 
Side parks were least likely to be visited by survey respondents, with 18 survey respondents stating they have been to 
South Shore Beaches and only 10 survey respondents stating they have visited Calumet Park.  The South Side park 
with the most visitors was Jackson Park, with 39 survey respondents stating they have visited.  Jackson Park, originally 
designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, is home to the Museum of Science and Industry and the Osaka Japanese Garden.
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SurvEy DATA // pArK FEATurES AND quALiTiES
Programmed entertainment, such as festivals or concerts, 
appeared to be the biggest pull for survey respondents 
to visit lakefront parks.  Nature related activities, such 
as conservatories, greenhouses, nature centers and 
walking paths, had the second largest pull for visitors. 
And lastly, water activities, such as kayaking, boating, 
swimming, and beaches, had the third largest pull for 
visitors.  Additionally, the chart on the left shows survey 
respondents chose safety of the surrounding neighborhood 
as their most important quality when choosing a park to visit.
MOST iMpOrTANT quALiTiES          rANK
Safety of Surrounding Neighborhood 1
Quality of Park    2
Easy to Access by Public Transit or Bicycle 3
Facilities Available at Park   4
Location & Neighborhood Attractions 5
Distance     6
Easy to Access by Car   7
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Loyola Park & Beach Street End Beaches Lincoln Park
Navy Pier Grant Park Burnham Park
Jackson Park South Shore Beaches Calumet Park
SurvEy DATA // TrAvEL MODE AND DiFFiCuLTy
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SurvEy DATA // TrAvEL MODE AND DiFFiCuLTy
The grid of pie charts on the opposite page represent survey 
respondents travel mode of choice when using the lakefront 
park system.  Although the personal automobile is the most 
favorable mode of travel for all lakefront parks, with the 
exclusion of Grant Park, we can see  a more varied mode 
choice on the North Side and in the centrally located lakefront 
parks.  South of Jackson Park, no survey respondents chose 
to walk, use a taxi, or take a bus to the lakefront parks; most 
respondents either drove to these parks or used the Metra 
commuter rail.   As can be seen on the previous page, these 
lakefront locations were also the least visited parks by survey 
respondents, with 18 people having been to the South Shore 
Beaches and only 10 people having been to Calumet Park.
The chart to the right uses a net promoter score (NPS) to 
show respondents feelings about travelling to and from 
lakefront parks.  Survey respondents were presented with 
a scale of 0 to 10 and asked how difficult or easy they felt it 
was to travel to each lakefront park.  Respondents were only 
presented with this question if they had previously visited 
a specific lakefront location.  A score of 9 or 10 assumed a 
lakefront location was very easy to get to and was considered 
a promoter.  A score of 0 to 6 assumed a lakefront location 
was difficult to get to and assumed a detractor.  And, 
finally, a score of 7 or 8 was considered passive.  Grant Park 
received the only positive NPS with 7.1.  South Side lakefront 
parks received large negative scores, while North Side 

































Loyola Park & Beach
Very Unsatisfied Unsatisfied Neutral Satisfied Very Satisfied
SurvEy DATA // quALiTy AND SAFETy
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SurvEy DATA // quALiTy AND SAFETy
The chart on the right shows how survey respondents feel about the overall quality of each lakefront park.  Aside from the far 
South Side and far North Side lakefront parks, there appears to be overwhelming satisfaction when it comes to the existing 
quality of Chicago’s lakefront park system.  Lincoln Park and Grant Park are viewed as the highest quality parks by survey 
respondents, with each receiving more than 80% positive ratings.  Loyola Park and Beach, as well as Navy Pier, Burnham 
Park, and Jackson Park all received at least 50% positive ratings as well.  Only the centrally located, and most visited, 
lakefront parks received survey responses stating visitors were very unsatisfied with the quality of the existing parks.  However, 
those responses do not represent a majority opinion as they were only expressed by a couple respondents in each case.
The survey asked respondents to rank the lakefront parks in order of how safe they feel when visiting each location.  The table 
below represent the results from that survey question.  Navy Pier, Grant Park, and Lincoln Park were all ranked as feeling 
very safe.  These are the same three parks survey respondents visited the most.  All of the South Side parks were perceived 
as less safe, with the far South Side parks perceived as the least safe lakefront parks.  It is important to note, however, 
about 80% of survey respondents identified as Caucasian, while the South Side of Chicago is made up of predominantly 
Black neighborhoods.  The far North Side parks ranked in the middle, not perceived as particularly safe or unsafe.
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pErCEivED SAFETy AT LAKEFrONT pArKS             rANK
Navy Pier       1
Lincoln Park       2
Grant Park       3
Loyola Park & Beaches     4
Street End Beaches      5
Burnham Park      6
Jackson Park       7
South Shore Beaches     8
Calumet Park       9
63rd street / jackson park / radnis / 2014
SurvEy DATA // SuMMAry
I received over one hundred responses to my online survey; 
however, the majority of respondents were Caucasian, 
which does not necessarily reflect the population of 
Chicago.  Additionally, only about half of respondents use 
the lakefront with any sort of frequency.  I had expected 
Grant Park and Navy Pier to have the highest number of 
visitors because of their central location and abundance of 
programmed events; however, I did not expect the majority 
of North Side and South Side lakefront parks to have such 
low numbers of visitors.  A few survey respondents even 
noted they did not know several of the far South Side 
parks existed after having lived in Chicago their entire 
lives.  I was most surprised by the fact only 39 out of 108 
respondents have visited Jackson Park, considering this park 
is home to the Museum of Science and Industry and was 
designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, the same landscape 
architect who designed Central Park in New York City. 
Survey respondents were most drawn to lakefront parks 
because of their programmed entertainment.   Additionally, 
the safety of the surrounding neighborhood was the most 
important quality for survey respondents when choosing 
which park to visit.  It is interesting to note here, that survey 
respondents did not feel the location, distance, or ability 
to access by car would affect their decision whether to visit 
a lakefront park or not.  If something is worth visiting, park 
goers will travel for it.  Overall, survey respondents felt only 
Grant Park was easy to access.  Respondents travelled to 
Grant Park using every mode of transit available and gave 
it a positive net promoter score of 7.1.  All of the North Side 
lakefront parks were voted as easier to get to in relation to 
the South Side parks.  Additionally, visitors to the North Side 
parks used a variety of travel modes, while visitors to the 
South Side parks preferred a private automobile in all cases. 
After evaluating transit options in the previous section, it 
is easy to see that respondents would choose a private 
automobile to visit South Side parks as they were lacking in 
public transit options compared to the rest of the lakefront.
In terms of safety, the parks in the central business district 
were ranked as the safest by survey respondents, along with 
Lincoln Park on the North Side.  This is not surprising as these 
were also the most visited parks by survey respondents.  All of 
the South Side parks were ranked very low in terms of safety, 
with the far South Side parks, the South Shore Beaches and 
Calumet Park, ranked as the least safe by survey respondents. 
While a park goer will not visit a location where they perceive 
there to be a high crime rate, it is important to note again 
that 80% of survey respondents were Caucasian while the 
South Side is predominantly Black.  Therefore, racial tension 
exists, not only in my survey responses, but also in the city 
itself.  Chicago is segregated and survey respondents do 
not seem to want to travel outside their racial comfort zone.
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access point: devon avenue
loyola park
access point: touhy avenue
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access point: 87th street
OBSErvATiONAL DATA // ACCESS pOiNTS 
I travelled to Chicago in mid-November of 2014 to gather 
observational data on the lakefront park system.  Since I 
am examining the entire lakefront park system, I decided to 
divide my study area into roughly one-mile intervals and visit 
each interval by use of a major arterial road.  In using arterial 
roads, which have high levels of traffic, I felt I should be able 
to access the lakefront in a more ideal way than if I were to 
use smaller, collector roads.  I visited twenty-one locations 
over a four day period, completing a feature checklist and 
park quality rating survey at each site.  The access points I 
chose to study are shown in the graphic to the left.  There is 
at least one access point for each lakefront park location. 
Larger parks, however, have several access points in order 
to provide for a thorough evaluation.  When gathering 
observational data I also visited the former U.S. Steel site 
at South 87th Street, now known as Lakeside Development. 
Since the waterfront has been turned over to the Chicago Park 
District, it is technically a lakefront park, however, I chose not 
to ask about this location in my online survey, as it is very new.
OBSErvATiONAL DATA // FEATurES
Therefore, racial tension exists, not only in my survey responses, 
but also in the city itself.  Chicago is segregated and survey 
respondents do not seem to want to travel outside their racial 
comfort zone.features I was able to observe at each access 
point, listed in order from highest number of features to lowest 
number of features.  The centrally located parks, Grant Park 
OBSErvATiONAL DATA
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 and Navy Pier, have the highest number of features available 
for park goers.  Lincoln Park, at Fullerton Parkway and Irving 
Park Road, also provided a substantial amount of features, 19 
at each access point.  The South Shore Beach, Rainbow Beach 
at 79th Street, also provided park goers with 18 features.  More 
than half of the lakefront park access points observed had 
at least ten distinct features.  Burnham Park fared the worst, 
with 3 out of 4 access points containing six or fewer features. 
Burnham Park has the potential to draw a great deal of visitors 
because of its proximity to the central business district, but 
without enough features there will be no draw for park goers.
OBSErvATiONAL DATA // quALiTy rATiNGS
Using a Likert scale I rated the cleanliness, landscaping, 
water access, and structural features, within each park. 
Additionally, I rated the sidewalk quality, street facade, street 
length, and connectivity in the surrounding neighborhood 
of each park. I based my oberservational surveys off Jane 
Jacobs, William Whyte, and Jeff Speck’s theories on park 
space, successful neighborhoods, and walkability. Each 
park received two scores, one for the park quality and one 
for the surrounding neighborhood quality. The chart on the 
next page lists all access points with their corresponding 
park names, and any points of interest found at the park. 
Additionally, the chart lists the overall park quality rating and 
overall surrounding neighborhood score.  I converted all of 
my raw scores to percentages in order to better understand 
the ratings. The chart shows some lakefront parks have very 
disparate quality ratings compared to their surrounding 
neighborhoods.  Burnham Park at 31st Street scored the 
highest in terms of park quality, however, the surrounding 
neighborhood was one of the lowest scoring in the entire 
system.  This park will be studied further in a case study in 
the following section.  Loyola Park and Beach had a very 
high surrounding neighborhood quality compared to its 
park quality, and will also be examined as a case study.
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pArK NAME       ACCESS pOiNT            FEATurES
Navy Pier       Chicago Avenue  24
Grant Park       Roosevelt Road   20
Grant Park       Madison Street   20
Lincoln Park       Fullerton Parkway   19
Lincoln Park         Irving Park Road   19
South Shore Beaches     79th Street   18
Calumet Park       95th Street   16
Lincoln Park       Lawrence Avenue  13
Burnham Park      31st Street    12
Jackson Park       55th Street    11
South Shore Beaches     71st Street    10
Lincoln Park       Belmont Avenue   10
Jackson Park       63rd Street    9
Lincoln Park       North Avenue  9
Loyola Park & Beach      Touhy Avenue  8
Burnham Park      47th Street    6
Burnham Park      Pershing Road   5
Lincoln Park       Bryn Mawr Avenue  5
Burnham Park      Cermak Road  4
Street End Beaches      Devon Avenue   4
Lakeside Development  87th Street    3
ACCESS POINT PARK NAME POINTS OF INTEREST PARK QUALITY % NEIGHBORHOOD %
Touhy Avenue Loyola Park Le one  Be ach P ark, Fie ld Hou se , D u ne  Hab itat 3.83 76.70% 4.6 92.00%
Devon Avenue Street End Beaches
Hartigan Be ach P ark, North Shore  Be ach P ark, 
Loyola Unive rsity 4.06 81.10% 5 100.00%
Bryn Mawr Avenue Lincoln Park Kathy O ste rman Be ach 4.14 82.70% 4.75 95.00%
Lawrence Avenue Lincoln Park
P u p town D og P ark, Montrose  D og Be ach, Montrose  
Be ach, Montrose  Harb or 3.11 62.20% 3.2 64.00%
Irving Park Road Lincoln Park Sydne y R . Marovitz Golf Cou rse , Wave land P ark 4.08 81.70% 3.2 64.00%
Belmont Avenue Lincoln Park
Be lmont Harb or, Trap e ze  School, Be lmont Harb or 
D og Be ach, Be lmont Yacht Clu b 4.19 83.90% 3.8 76.00%
Fullerton Avenue Lincoln Park
Lincoln P ark Zoo, Alfre d Caldwe ll Li lyp ond, P e ggy 
Note b art Natu re  Mu se u m, Lincoln P ark 
Conse rvatory, Lincoln P ark Cu ltu ral Ce nte r, D ive rse y 
Harb or, Lincoln P ark Boat Clu b , North P ond Natu re  
Sanctu ary 3.77 75.30% 3.5 70.00%
North Avenue Lincoln Park North Ave nu e  Be ach, Chicago History Mu se u m 3.16 63.10% 4.8 96.00%
Chicago Avenue Navy Pier
Childre n's Mu su m, IMAX The atre , Shake sp e are  
The atre , Shore line  Sightse e ing, Jane  Addams 
Me morial P ark, D u sab le  P ark, Gate way P ark, Milton 
Le e  O live  P ark, Wate r Taxi  Stop 4.53 90.70% 3.6 72.00%
Madison Street Grant Park
Mille niu m P ark, D aily Bice nte nnial P laza, Bu tle r Fie ld, 
Art Institu te , Bu ckingham Fou ntain, Chicago Yacht 
Clu b 4.43 88.70% 5 100.00%
Roosevelt Road Grant Park
Adle r P lane tariu m, Soldie r Fie ld, She dd Aqu ariu m, 
Fie ld Mu se u m, Northe rly Island, Bu rnham Harb or, 
Wate r Taxi  Stop 4.25 85.00% 3 60.00%
Cermak Road Burnham Park
McCormick P lace  Conve ntion Ce nte r, McCormick 
P lace  Bird Sactu ary 2.67 53.30% 1.4 28.00%
31st Street Burnham Park 3 1st Stre e t Harb or, 3 1st Stre e t Be ach, Skate  P ark 5.00 100.00% 2.6 52.00%
Pershing Road Burnham Park O akwood 41st Stre e t Be ach 4.62 92.50% 1.6 32.00%
47th Street Burnham Park 49th Stre e t Be ach 3.12 62.30% 3.2 64.00%
55th Street Jackson Park
P romontory P oint P ark, Mu se u m of Scie nce  and 
Indu stry, 57th Stre e t Be ach, 59th Stre e t Harb or 3.12 62.30% 3.6 72.00%
63rd Street Jackson Park
Haye s Be ach, La R ab ida Chi ldre n's Hosp ital, O saka 
Garde n, Jackson P ark D riving R ange , Jackson P ark 
Harb or, Jackson P ark Golf Cou rse 3.08 61.60% 2.4 48.00%
71st Street South Shore
Sou th Shore  Natu re  Sanctu ary, Sou th Shore  Golf 
Cou rse , Sou th Shore  Be ach, Sou th Shore  Cu ltu ral 
Ce nte r 3.93 78.50% 2.8 56.00%
79th Street South Shore
R ainb ow Be ach P ark, Ashe  Be ach P ark, R ainb ow 
Fie ldhou se 3.25 65.00% 2.8 56.00%
87th Street Lakeside Dev.
Ste e lworke rs P ark, Lake side  D e ve lop me nt, Forme r 
Site  of U.S. Ste e l, Mixe d Use  D e ve lop me nt Unde r 
Constru ction 3.82 76.00% 1.8 36.00%
95th Street Calumet Park
Calu me t P ark Be ache s, U.S. Coastgu ard, Calu me t 
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OBSErvATiONAL DATA // quALiTy rATiNGS
The graphic to the left indicates the park and surrounding 
neighborhood overall score for each access point.  A 
trend that seems to appear shows North Side and 
centrally located parks rated with higher quality than 
South Side parks.  It can be seen in the chart on the 
previous page that is not necessarily due to park quality, 
but is more related to the surrounding neighborhood 
characteristics.  North Side parks have also been 
rated more successfully than South Side parks in my 
existing data section as well as the survey responses.
Grant Park, at Madison Street, received high quality marks 
on both park quality and surrounding neighborhood 
quality, leading it to be the highest rated access point. 
Burnham Park, at Cermak Road, had poor scores for 
surrounding neighborhood and connectivity, and the 
park space was also desolate, with visible trash on the 
ground, leading it to be the lowest ranked access point.  It 
is interesting to note, Burnham Park at 31st Street received 
the lowest score for surrounding neighborhood, but the 
highest score for park quality.  Additional information 
about my scoring system is available in the appendix. 
boat launch / calumet park / radnis / 2014
CASE STuDiES31st street harbor / burnham park / radnis / 2014
During my observational research of the lakefront park 
system, certain parks stood out more than others.  I noticed 
great waterfront connections at parks which lacked a 
strong surrounding neighborhood.  At the same time I 
noticed neighborhoods which rated very highly, did not 
always have high scoring lakefront parks.  Therefore, there 
is a disconnect between the lakefront park system and 
the city surrounding them.  For this reason, I decided to 
profile three lakefront parks: Grant Park, the new 31st Street 
Harbor and Beach in Burnham Park, and Loyola Park and 
Beach.  Each of these lakefront parks is distinctly different 
and much can be learned from taking an in depth look into 
their characteristics and surrounding community areas.
Grant Park is located adjacent to the Loop, Chicago’s central 
business district, and rated strong in terms of surrounding 
neighborhood quality and park quality in my observational 
research.  Survey respondents also favored this park space, 
stating it was easy to get to, well maintained, and offered 
a multitude of programming options.  Survey respondents
also felt Grant Park was relatively safe in comparison to 
the rest of the lakefront park system.  This feeling of safety 
is contrasted with reported crime statistics for the year 2014, 
which show the Loop as a crime hotspot within the city.  Since 
this park was rated so highly since it was visited by eighty 
percent of survey respondents, I chose to include it
as a case study.
Burnham Park’s 31st Street Harbor and Beach was fully 
renovated in 2012 at a cost of $90 million, making it the 
newest park space in the entire lakefront park system.  It even 
contains state-of-the-art green infrastructure.  However, 
the surrounding neighborhood, the Douglass Community 
Area, was one of the lowest scoring neighborhoods in my 
observational research.  Survey respondents were not very 
familiar with Burnham Park in general, with only a quarter 
stating they had visited the park in the past.  They found 
Burnham Park to be quite difficult to get to overall, and 
rated it on the low end of perceived safety, despite crime 
data reflecting unusually low crime rates surrounding this 
particular lakefront park.  The disconnect between
this sparkling new lakefront park space and its desolate
surrounding neighborhood prompted me to investigate
it further.
Loyola Park and Beach, located in the Rogers Park Community 
Area, rated very high in surrounding neighborhood quality 
in my observational research, but lacked in park upkeep. 
Despite being the most northern park within the lakefront 
park system, more than one-third of survey respondents 
had visited Loyola Park and Beach.  It was not rated 
particularly easy or difficult to get to, but survey 
respondents were fairly satisfied with its overall quality and 
felt it was one of the safer parks in comparison with the 
rest of the system.  Though the park did not rate very highly 
in my observational research, I felt its connection 
with the surrounding community as well as the 
waterfront could be idea with a few modifications and 
thus, chose to examine it for a case study.
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GrANT pArK // CASE STuDy
William Whyte stated, “The area where the street and 
plaza or open space meet is key to success or failure...
ideally, the transition should be such that it’s hard to tell 
where one ends and the other begins“(Whyte, 1980, 
57).  This ideal can be found in Chicago’s Grant Park. 
Located adjacent to the Loop community area, also
Chicago’s central business district, Grant Park flows 
seamlessly from the skyscrapers that populate the 
downtown neighborhood to the lakefront park space 
commonly known as Chicago’s “front yard.”  The 
Loop was originally named for the area in which all of 
Chicago’s cable car strands turned around on a pulley 
in the center of the city (Danzer, 2005).  Extending this 
concept, Chicago’s elevated train lines, completed in 1897, 
formed a loop around the neighborhood (Danzer, 2005). 
Today, five out of the Chicago Transit Authority’s eight 
elevated lines stop along these tracks, bringing workers and 
visitors to and from Grant Park and the Loop.  Two additional 
rail lines, the Red and Blue lines, have subway access from 
this neighborhood.  All of Chicago’s commuter rail lines 
terminate and have large stations around the perimeter of 
the Loop’s rapid transit lines, and all of the ferry transportation 
within the city takes place in this neighborhood.  Though 
the official population of the Loop is less than 20,000 
residents, hundreds of thousands of people commute to 
the Loop for work every day (Danzer, 2005).  With such a 
LOOP // Central 
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boost in its daytime population, it makes sense that Grant 
Park is the most heavily programmed lakefront park.
Grant Park was originally reserved for park space in 1836 
by the Illinois and Michigan Canal Commissioners and 
named ‘Lake Park’ (Bachrach, 2001).   Although the site was 
declared public space, never to be built upon, the lakefront 
suffered from severe erosion.  In 1847, the city of Chicago 
allowed the Illinois Central Railroad to construct an offshore 
train trestle along the lakefront, and in exchange the railroad 
company would build a breakwater to help remediate the 
erosion (Chicago Park District, 2014).  The area between 
shoreline of Lake Park and the offshore train trestle became 
a dumping ground for debris and rubble after the Great 
Chicago Fire of 1871 destroyed a large portion of the city 
(Chicago Park District, 2014).  This infill created significantly 
more park land, but took away park goers views of the 
lakefront, now that the Illinois Central Railroad tracks were 
considered the shoreline.  When the South Park Commission 
took control of the park in 1901, they renamed the park Grant 
Park after president Ulysses S. Grant (Chicago Park District, 
2014).  Throughout the twentieth century more landfill was 
added to the lake, and decking work was completed to 
hide the railroad tracks from the public’s view.  Millennium 
Park, a subsection of Grant Park built over the old railroad 
tracks, opened up at the turn of the twenty-first century. 
Millennium Park embraces the concept of park rooms, with 
separate areas each housing distinct attractions.  Maggie 
Daley Park, another subsection of Grant Park opened in 
January 2015, and follows a similar concept, providing 
active recreational opportunities for park goers, including 
a rock climbing wall and ice skating ribbon.  However, with 
the evolution of Lake Shore Drive from a lakefront right-of-
way into a high-speed expressway, park goers enjoyment 
of the lakefront is impeded at the eastern edge of the park.
In my observational research I used access points of 
Roosevelt Road and Madison Street for Grant Park.  The 
access point at Madison Street stood out as ideal in terms of 
connection to the street grid.  There is ample transportation, 
as noted above, and a number of underground parking 
garages throughout the northern edge of the park.  Buildings 
surround the park on three sides, offering restaurants, shops 
museums, and cultural attractions for park goers.  The 
increased workforce population during the daytime also 
contributes to a concentration of people on the street, which, 
according to Jacobs’ promotes diverse, urban public spaces 
. The Loop has been the historical center of the city, and the 
widespread use and ease of access to Grant Park reflects this 
fact.  However, the Loop is home to a very small percentage 
of the city’s permanent residents and the people using 
Grant Park are almost all tourists or visitors from other parts 
of the city that come for a particular event or festival.  Grant 
Park is Chicago’s “front yard” but it is also part of a larger 
lakefront park system which collectively deserves this title.
GrANT pArK [MADiSON STrEET] // SCOriNG
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31ST STrEET hArBOr // CASE STuDy
While gathering observational data, one access point 
that stood out for having superior quality park space and 
connection to the lakefront was Burnham Park’s 31st Street 
Harbor and Beach, located just three miles south of the 
Loop in the Douglas community area.  The section of 
Burnham Park containing 31st Street Beach was originally 
constructed on landfill in the 1920s as part of Daniel 
Burnham’s plan for the lakefront.  After the Chicago Park 
District was created in 1934, the park was expanded. 
Several sports fields were created, the beach was enlarged, 
and a new beach house was erected (Chicago Park District, 
2014).  Over the next eighty years the park was rebuilt 
and expanded upon, with the Army Corps of Engineers 
completing the latest renovation in the early 2000s along 
with revetment reconstruction.  The harbor was not built, 
however, until 2012 (Chicago Park District, 2014).  The 
overhaul that occurred in 2012 is unlike anything else in 
lakefront park system; it is state of the art, LEED certified, 
and makes the maximum use of available park land.
The community area adjacent to Burnham Park’s 31st 
Street Harbor and Beach is Douglas.  In the early part of 
the twentieth century Douglas was an important area 
for Black businesses and culture (Capehart, 2015). 
However, the neighborhood suffered greatly during the 
Great Depression and the community has been losing 
population ever since.  The population went from 50,285 
residents in 1930 to 18,238 in 2010 (Capehart, 2015). 
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Black residents still make up over ninety percent of the 
population and since the 1980s there has been a push to 
restore the Black Metropolis that existed before the Great 
Depression (Capehart, 2015).  The redevelopment of the 
31st Street Harbor and Beach played a role in this effort.
According to Robert Rejman, Director of Planning and 
Development at the Chicago Park District, the park was 
designed with community members in mind.  In order 
raise the quality of the surrounding neighborhood, the Park 
District decided to spend $90 million to construct the 31st 
Street site, instead of the originally planned $60 million. 
Since 31st Street had the lowest surrounding neighborhood 
score on my observational park quality survey, this type of 
neighborhood improvement was probably greatly needed. 
The new park includes a beach with beach house and 
concession areas, as well as a playground, a brand new 
harbor, and a 63,000 square foot green roof that conceals 
parking and a harbor service facility.  The park also features 
many different levels, mimicking the water of the lake, and 
giving each user a beautiful view of the lake and the city.
Not only is the park of high quality, but the connection to 
the waterfront also stood out very clearly to me at this site. 
Not only are ark goers able to swim, fish, and boat, they 
are also able to experience several ecological features 
the site has to offer.  The new design features native 
planting to encourage migratory birds, an underwater 
habitat to promote aquatic life, an underwater culvert in 
the breakwater to help attract fish, and surface parking 
lots with bio-swales to filter storm water (Baker, 2013).
Although attention was paid to accessibility during the 
renovation, with the construction of a new pedestrian 
underpass and connection to the lakefront bike trail, the 
park still felt cut off from the surrounding neighborhood. 
With high speed Lake Shore Drive bordering the park, 
this was a theme for many lakefront park locations.
The park renovation has been completed for nearly three 
years now; however, it seems it will take many more years 
before the Douglas Community Area follows suit.  Most of 
the surrounding neighborhood was under construction 
when I visited.  There were several very long one-way 
streets and almost no pedestrian friendly features.  Fences 
blocked off vacant lots, and sidewalks were narrow and 
unattractive.  Additionally, pedestrians wishing to visit 
the new park must cross over Lake Shore Drive by use of a 
vechicle and pedestrian bridge adjacent to an exit.  The 
neighborhood consisted mostly of high-rise housing, and 
a few bungalows, with an excess of emty or vacant land.
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LOyOLA pArK AND BEACh // CASE STuDy
While conducting my observational data in November of 
2014, the last access point I visited was Touhy Avenue, all 
the way on the far North Side of the city.  This park, as well 
as Calumet Park on the far South Side, took me by surprise, 
as I had assumed the northernmost and southernmost 
parks would be of the lowest quality.  My assumption was 
that since these parks are so far from the central business 
district, and at the far ends of transit lines, they would 
be used much less than more centrally located 
lakefront parks.  Both parks, however, were relatively 
well kept and offered beaches, fields, and several 
other amenities for park goers.  Loyola Park and 
Beach on the far North Side however, stood out as 
displaying an almost ideal connection to the street grid.
This lakefront park is located in the community area of 
Rogers Park, nine miles north of Chicago’s Loop.  Rogers 
Park is said to be one of the most diverse and dense 
neighborhoods within the city of Chicago (Mooney-
Melvin, 2015).  In the early part of the twentieth century 
the community was comprised of nearly all Caucasian 
residents, however, but the population demographics have 
shifted dramatically over the years.  Rogers Park today is 
roughly 45 percent Caucasian and 30 percent Black, with 
nearly 30 percent identifying as Hispanic and another 30 
percent identifying as foreign-born (Mooney-Melvin, 2015).
Loyola Park and Beach was the only park created by the 
LOOP // Central 
Business District
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North Shore Park District, one of the 22 distinct park districts 
the city of Chicago  had prior to the creation of the unified 
Chicago Park District (Chicago Park District, 2014).  The idea 
for the lakefront park was conceived in 1909, but it took 
nearly a decade for the small park district to acquire the land 
and construct the park, naming it North Shore Park.  When 
the Chicago Park District took control in 1934, they held a 
renaming contest with the local residents.  Since 
Loyola University had become popular in the area 
for constructing a number of new buildings, the residents
chose the name Loyola Park.
The surrounding neighborhood featured narrow streets, 
with parking on both sides to protect the pedestrian 
and create a walkable environment.  Mostly low-rise 
housing with ground-floor retail establishments line the 
main streets of the neighborhood.  Lake Shore Drive ends 
at Hollywood Avenue, or 5700 North, nearly two miles 
south of Touhy Avenue.  Therefore, there is no highway like 
road present at Loyola Park and Beach.  The beach is 
comprised of several street end beaches, accessible at 
the eastern edge of Touhy Avenue, Greenleaf Avenue, 
Lunt Avenue, Morse Avenue, Farewell Avenue, and Pratt 
Boulevard.  The park is also bordered by Sheridan Road 
to the west, a four lane arterial road with a street facade 
containing restaurants, shops and residences.  Loyola 
Park is not surrounded by an exterior fence, meaning park 
goers have endless access points from which to 
enter the park.  Additionally, once inside, park goers 
have access to baseball and basketball fields, a field 
house, a long strip of beach with a boat launch for 
small vessels, a playground, concession stand, and a 
dune habitat where various wildlife can be observed. 
The community surrounding Loyola Park and Beach flows 
almost seamlessly from the Rogers Park Communtiy Area to 
lakefront park to waterfront.  The surrounding neighborhood 
received high scores in all areas of my observational research, 
especially sidewalks, street façade, and connectivity to the 
park.  The park itself rated lower because of slightly run down 
playground equipment and benches, as well as overgrown 
and uneven paved surfaces.  However, this park had one of 
the stronger connections to the waterfront along the lakefront. 
The green parkspace was separated from the beach by a 
paved lakefront walking and biking trail, which provided 
a very seamless transition and beautifully relaxing views.
LOyOLA pArK AND BEACh // SCOriNG
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CONCLuSiON
According to architecture critic Blair Kamin, in his Pulitzer 
Prize winning article about the state of Chicago’s  lakefront, 
“The lakefront is Chicago’s undisputed crown jewel, a 
timeless treasure that brings dazzling images to mind...our 
front yard, the lakeshore is, the face Chicago presents to 
the world” (Kamin, 1998).  This is no doubt the vision 
Burnham had when he envisioned Chicago as a city
encircled in a green ribbon of park space.  However, 
Burnham also believed the lakefront parks would make 
Chicago a better democracy because its hard working 
citizens would have the ability to access Lake Michigan at 
every point along the lake and enjoy respite from the
hardships of city life.  My research has demonstrated that 
although the lakefront park system is nearly complete and 
is public open space for Chicago’s residents and visitors 
alike to enjoy, it has not necessarily made Chicago
a better democracy.
Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines democracy as “an 
organization or situation in which everyone is treated equally 
and has equal rights” (Merriam-Webster, Incorporated, 
2015).  In Burnham’s ideal world, Chicago’s lakefront 
park system would have unified the city and class and 
race privileges would not exist today.  The lakefront park 
system did not heal the city of its segregation issues or North 
Side versus South Side mentality.  As can be seen from my 
survey responses, much of the South Side lakefront park 
system is perceived as unsafe and too difficult to get to, 
resulting in low user numbers, despite housing world class 
Museums, park space designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, 
and several beautiful beaches.  My crime hotspot map has 
shown that the South Side has a relatively high crime rate, 
however, the Loop had just as high of a crime rate and its 
park space is used more frequently than any 
other lakefront park.  The divide between the North Side 
and South Side of the city is extensive.  The North Side is 
affluent, safe, and predominantly Caucasian, while the 
South Side is poor, crime-ridden, and predominantly Black. 
North Side parks have an abundance of nearby amenities 
and are accessed by many different modes of transit, while 
South Side lakefront parks are lacking amenities and are 
primarily accessed by car.  Lake Shore Drive cuts off access 
to parks at several locations all along the lakefront, but 
the South Side fares worse than the North Side because 
of several rail lines that run along the south waterfront.
Rob Rejman, current Director of Planning and Development 
at the Chicago Park District, stated that the lakefront parks 
act as a continuous green ribbon, and this idea of the parks 
as a connector is greater than any one individual park. 
While I agree with this statement, my analysis has shown 
that the lakefront park system does not feel like a continuous 
green ribbon to its users.  The Powers of Ten documentary 
stated, “The richness of our own neighborhood is the 
exception” in comparison with the normality that is 
emptiness (Eames & Eames, 1977).  Each lakefront park 
is greater than the sum of its parts because it is a part of a 
larger system.  However, each lakefront park needs to be 
treated its own sparkling jewel on the crown of Chicago 
that is the lakefront.  Otherwise, the system is broken. 
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rECOMMENDATiONS
recommendation // Incentives for Density
Time Frame // Short-Term
Agency // Department of Planning and Development
Each lakefront park is part of a greater system of lakefront parks, which is in turn a spine to the city, connecting all of its 
residents.  In my observational research I found many of the community areas surrounding the South Side parks were
lacking in walkability, character, and overall density.  As outlined in the case study on the 31st Street Harbor and Douglas, 
the South Side is simply not as dense and not as aesthetically pleasing as the North Side.  When the surrounding 
neighborhood suffers, so do the lakefront parks.  Less population means less use, and with fewer eyes on the 
street, the neighborhood begins to feel less safe.  Chicago’s Department of Planning and Development should 
implement building incentives on the South Side of the city.  When I asked her opinion on Lakeside Development’s 
proposal for the former U.S. Steel site at South 87th Street, Gia Biagi, former Chief of Staff of the Chicago Park 
District, stated the area is very low-income and is in need of a catalyst in order to stimulate neighborhood 
growth.  The Department of Planning and Development should take this notion to heart and begin with developer 
incentives for building on the South Side, or homeowner tax breaks for making necessary home improvements.
recommendation // Embrace the Water
Time Frame // Short-Term
Agency // Shoreline Sightseeing and Chicago Park District
Daniel Burnham stressed the importance of Lake Michigan’s role in the city, stating “It should be made so alluring that it 
will become the fixed habit of the people to seek its restful presence at every opportunity” (Burnham, 1908, 50).  While 
there are a few express buses that currently run on Lake Shore Drive, there is no public transit option that utilizes the full 
length of the lakefront.  A ferry service stopping at each lakefront park could be a useful and attractive way to travel to 
different parks.  It could be used as a commuting option as well since most Chicagoans travel to the Loop for work. 
Shoreline Sightseeing currently runs a lakefront ferry between Navy Pier and Grant Park, but the system could benefit from 
expansion.  Chicago’s many harbors can be used as ferry terminals, and the system can be expanded as the Park District
expands its harbor system.  If Lake Michigan is a treasured resource for Chicago, providing a lakefront ferry would be able
to educate residents and future generations about the lakefront and get them interested in preserving it, and 
recognizing its role within the city.  
recommendation // Shift Programming
Time Frame // Short-Term
Agency // Mayor’s Office of Special Events
Grant Park, Navy Pier, and Lincoln Park host most of the city’s annual events.  Shifting some of these events to other 
lakefront parks, the Mayor’s office of Special Events could help promote the lakefront park system as a connector, and 
draw residents to areas they otherwise would not have ventured into.  With a lakefront ferry system in place, these outer 
lakefront park locations would be easier to travel to, especially from Grant Park because of its many existing transit 
options.  Not only would a shift in programmed entertainment expose people to more of the lakefront park system, 
it would also benefit the surrounding neighborhood of the new park.  If an event is moved to Calumet Park, park goers 
are now also shopping and dining in the surrounding neighborhood, benefitting the local community.  And, as my 
survey response data demonstrated, respondents are willing to travel any distance if the programming was worthwhile.
recommendation // Maintain as a Unit
Time Frame // Short-Term
Agency // Chicago Park District and Police
While gathering my observational data, I noticed uneven levels of waste bins at each site, broken benches, and trash 
blowing in the wind.  If the lakefront park system is indeed the face Chicago presents to the world, all parks within the system 
should be maintained at a superior level.  As I have stated multiple times, the lakefront parks do not stand alone; they 
are not individual entities.  Each lakefront park is part of the great lakefront park system.  Each lakefront park is part of its 
surrounding neighborhood.  There are connections both east-west and north-south.  It is easy to visit one lakefront park 
and forget the scale of this enormous public amenity.  However, everything is woven together.  Chicago prides itself on 
created a city in which nearly its entire waterfront is publicly accessible, however, that accomplishment means nothing 
if the parks are not of good quality. The Chicago Park District should ensure there are bathroom facilities at each site, 
the structural elements are in good working order, and the landscaping is properly maintained.  The Police Department 
should also ensure public safety is upheld within the parks that are perceived as dangerous as 
well as those that exhibit high crime rates.  In implementing the Broken Windows Theory, and placing
more officers on the street, a change in public perceptions will occur.
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recommendation // Increase Concession Options
Time Frame // Short-Term
Agency // Department of Public Health
William Whyte stated that food vendors are the caterers of city’s outdoor life, however, Chicago’s South Side 
neighborhoods were severely lacking in amenities near the lakefront.  Creating more opportunities for park goers 
to purchase food will make happier park goers, because they no longer need to leave the park to do so.  In 
New York City, people travel from all over to the transit-poor neighborhood of Red Hook, Brooklyn just for the 
food vendors that congregate in their parks.  Food brings people together, and people will travel for good food. 
Chicago’s Department of Public Health is extremely strict compared to other major cities when it comes to food 
trucks and food carts.  In order to raise the perception of the South Side parks, I recommend the Department of 
Public Health should consider licensing incentives for food vendors wishing to sell in the city’s South Side parks.
recommendation // Complete Lakefront Park System
Time Frame // Long-Term
Agency // Various
Daniel Burnham envisioned a continuous circle of green around the city of Chicago.  Although the lakefront park system 
is nearly complete, there are still missing connections.  Without a complete and continuous system the lakefront cannot 
fulfil its intended use as a connector of people and neighborhoods throughout the city of Chicago.  Completing the 
portions of the lakefront outlined in the Friends of the Parks Last Four Miles campaign will create a unified strip of 
park land from the Indiana border on the South Side to the Evanston border on the North Side.  This will require the 
cooperation of several agencies and private stakeholders who currently own lakefront property on the far North 
Side of the city.  The Army Corps of Engineers will also need to play a role in shaping the lakefront adjacent to these 
properties.  Additionally, the extension and creation of a complete Lakefront Trail by the Chicago Park District will aid in 
north-south connections.  The current Lakefront Trail only encompasses eighteen of the city’s thrity miles of waterfront.
84
recommendation // Reduce Friction
Time Frame // Long-Term
Agency // Department of Transportation and Chicago Transit Authority
When speaking with Gia Biagi, former Chief of Staff at the Chicago Park District, she stressed the idea of friction.  In 
cities, people are willing to travel any distance, but they are not willing to travel any amount of time.  This proved 
true in my survey results when respondents rated distance and location as some of their least important factors in 
choosing whether or not to visit a lakefront park.  Therefore, we should be looking at how we can reduce the friction 
and get people to and from places in less time.  Chicago’s lakefront parks stretch from the southern border of the 
city all the way to the northern border.  This thirty mile expanse takes a long time to travel, but making it faster 
can contribute to higher use.  It can also help the lakefront park system act as the connector it was intended to be.
recommendation // Improve Pedestrian Access
Time Frame // Long-Term
Agency // Department of Transportation and Chicago Park District
The lakefront was intended to act as a valuable asset to the residents of the city of Chicago, however, pedestrian access 
to many of the South Side lakefront parks is strictly impeded at present.  Underpasses and overpasses are the most 
typical way pedestrians access the lakefront park system.  Crossing under or over a roadbed, especially an expressway 
like Lake Shore Drive, does not provide the most exciting walk for pedestrians.  While it is expensive to do away with 
these completely, a better alternative might be to create murals and implement better lighting to improve the pedestrian 
experience at little cost.  In the long run, speeds Lake Shore Drive should be reduced and complete streets implemented. 
As Jeff Speck writes, personal automobiles dominate our lives and we must take the streets back in order to make our 
cities safer and more walkable.  Burnham Park especially, contains several surface parking lots.  Though expensive, it 
would be a great benefit to the entirety of the lakefront park system to either sink these parking lots or deck over them, 
as was done at the 31st Street Harbor.  Overall, making it easier for pedestrians to access the lakefront and creating a 
ribbon of green along the lake that is actually green and not grey, will improve the perceptions of these South Side parks.
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NEXT STEpS
Though this study encompasses several different methods 
of data collection and display, it only represents eight 
months of work, the majority of which was completed 
during the cold winter months.  In order to better 
understand the way in which Chicago’s lakefront park 
system is used, it is necessary to undertake additional 
observational research in the peak summer months. 
All of my observational research was completed in 
November of 2014.  Though the temperature was near forty 
degrees Fahrenheit on the dates of my visits, the lakefront
is notoriously windy and this “lake effect” makes the 
temperature feel much lower than it actually is.  I would 
recommend additional observational data be gathered 
between the months of June and August, in order to gain 
further insight in to park usage and maintenance at
each access point.
Additionally, because of the cold weather during much of my 
study period, the lakefront was not well populated.  I would 
have appreciated the ability to perform intercept surveys at 
each access point in order to gain park user perspectives on 
the lakefront park system.  However, there simply were not 
enough people present at each location to do so.  Instead, 
I relied on an online survey of park users which, in the end, 
benefitted my research greatly.  If scheduled in the summer 
months, a useful next step would be the completion of 
intercept surveys of park users and pedestrian
counts at each location.
Lastly, there are many agencies involved in shaping 
Chicago’s lakefront park system.  Gathering representatives 
from each of these agencies and conducting a 
visioning session about the future of the lakefront 
would be a useful exercise in understanding how these 
groups can work toward a shared vision in the future.
95th street / calumet park / radnis / 2014
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To examine options for getting to and from the lakefront I felt 
it was necessary to evaluate public transportation availability. 
As a standard in urban planning it is said that pedestrians 
are generally willing to walk one-quarter of a mile to their 
destination.  Because some lakefront parks encompass more 
than a thousand acres, a pedestrian might not view the 
lakefront as their destination, but instead another area of the 
park.  Therefore, I felt a one-half mile buffer would be better 
suited to this exercise.  The results show that the lakefront is 
well served by 82 different bus routes that pick up at more 
than 750 bus stops along the waterfront.  Bus fares in Chicago 
are $2.00 per ride.  The ‘L’ train, the city’s most widely used 
form of public transportation, only provides access to a few 
North Side parks along its red and purple lines.  The ‘L’ trains 
running on the loop tracks in Chicago’s downtown, including 
the brown, green, purple, orange, and pink lines, provide 
public transit access to the centrally located Grant Park.  The 
‘L’ trains have a fare of $2.25 per ride.  The South Side lakefront 
parks are, however, completely without public transit access 
from the ‘L’.  Metra commuter rail stations are within walking 
distance to several South Side lakefront parks, however, it 
is by far the most expensive form of public transit in the city, 
with single ride starting at $3.25 within the city limits.  And, 
from the median household income map presented earlier, 
we know the South Side lakefront neighborhoods have 
significantly lower income levels than those of the North Side 
neighborhoods bordering the lakefront.  Metra commuter rail 
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MApS // TrANSiTMApS // TrANSiT
The graphic to the left shows Divvy bicycle share stations in 
Chicago.  Divvy was started in July of 2013 by the Chicago 
Department of Transportation (CDOT) and is made up of 
300 solar powered stations and 3,000 bicycles (Motivate 
International, Inc., 2015).  The City of Chicago introduced 
this bicycle share program as an extension of its public 
transportation infrastructure, however it is not integrated 
into the same pay system.  Users can either buy a 24-
hour pass for $7.00 or an annual membership for $75.00. 
Bicycles are rented out at thirty-minute intervals, as the 
program intends for its users to make short trips, usually less 
than two miles in length (Motivate International, Inc., 2015).
The map on the left shows the centrally located lakefront 
parks, as well as the near North Side and near South Side 
parks are well served by Divvy bicycle share stations.  In this 
section of lakefront parks, park goers can easily commute 
from one stop to the next by bicycle.  However, with a 
minimum price of $7.00 per trip, Divvy’s price my prohibit 
casual or one-time users.  Additionally, far North Side and 
far South Side parks currently lack stations for Divvy bicycles, 
and with the thirty-minute time limit placed on rentals, 
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The graphic to the left shows existing bicycle routes within 
Chicago in light grey and the Lakefront Trail in dark green. 
According to the Chicago Department of Transportation 
Complete Streets initiative, Chicago has more than 225 
miles of barrier separated bike lanes and is planning to 
have 645 miles by the year 2020 (Chicago Department of 
Transportation, 2015).  The Lakefront trail is a path along 
the lakefront that runs from 71st Street on the South Side 
to Ardmore Street on the North Side.  The trail is open to 
many forms of pedestrian travel such as walking, running, 
biking, roller skating, and skateboarding.  It is approximately 
18.5 miles long, with fifty access points to enter or exit 
along the route (Active Transportation Alliance, 2011). 
Just as the Divvy bicycle share stations do not extend to the far 
North Side and far South Side lakefront parks, the Lakefront 
Trail follows the same pattern.  The current bicycle routes within 
the city appear disjointed, some existing for only a few blocks 
at a time.  These are shown in grey in the graphic to the left. 
The proposed routes, shown in pink, will, if completed, form 
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MApS // BiCyCLE rOuTESMApS // BiCyCLE ShArES
Chicago Park District currently owns ten lakefront harbors 
with more than 6,000 boat slips which are operated 
by Westrec Marinas (Chicago Harbors, 2015).  Chicago 
harbor boat slips are extremely difficult to come by as 
the demand is far greater than the supply; the wait list 
currently has more than 370 applicants.  Additionally, 
the cost to rent a slip ranges from $1,400 to more 
than $10,000 annually (Chicago Harbors, 2015). 
There are two water taxi operators in Chicago: the 
Shoreline Sightseeing Water Taxis and the Chicago Water 
Taxis.  Water taxis operated by Shoreline Sightseeing are 
available from May through September annually and cost 
between $6.00 and $8.00 for a one-way ticket (Shoreline 
Sightseeing, 2015).  Stops for the Shoreline Sightseeing 
Water Taxi are shown in red in the graphic to the left.  This 
water taxi has one lakefront route that shuttles passengers 
between Navy Pier and the Museum Campus.  Water taxis 
operated by Chicago Water Taxi are available from March 
through December and cost between $3.00 and $8.00 
for a one-way ticket (Chicago Water Taxi, 2015).  Chicago 
Water Taxi stops are shown in yellow in the graphic to 
the left.  While the Chicago Water Taxi does a good job 
of covering the central business district through use of the 
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Chicago has twenty-seven beaches, twenty-six of which 
are within its lakefront park space system and one in a 
shallow wading pool located in Humboldt Park.  The current 
lakefront beach locations are represented in the graphic to 
the left.  The blue dots represent beaches with full facilities, 
including bathrooms and a beach house.  The brown dots 
represent small beaches with no facilities.  Only two beaches 
are dog-friendly: Montrose Beach and Foster Beaches, both 
located on the North Side.  And, only two beaches provide 
a locker area to store belongings: North Avenue Beach on 
the North Side and 31st Street Beach on the South Side 
(Chicago Park District, 2015).  I felt it was necessary to identify 
beaches along the lakefront park system, as they are the 
most direct way a park-goer can interact with the waterfront. 
The rest of Chicago’s shoreline is protected through 
concrete revetments, built initially between 1910 and 
1931.  Due to intense erosion over the past century, the 
Army Corps of Engineers was brought in to investigate 
the Lake Michigan shoreline in 1974 and in 1996 Congress 
authorized a shoreline reconstruction plan for eight miles 
of lakefront.  Through this plan, the entire shoreline will 
eventually have concrete steps down to the waterfront with 
vertical steel sheet piles (City of Chicago, 2015).  According 
to the Lakefront Protection Ordinance, this will preserve the 
shoreline’s historical and aesthetic value.  Currently, aside 
from beaches, the shoreline is made up partially of these 
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MApS // BOATS MApS // ShOrELiNE
RAPID TRANSIT Frequency Speed
1 = up to 5 min 0.5 = Express
2 = 5-9 min 1 = Local
3 = 10-14 min
4 = 15-20 min
5 = more than 20 min
BUS Frequency Speed Price Weight
1 = up to 5 min
0.5 = Express and 
Limited 0 = Free - $3 add 1
2 = 5-9 min 1 = Local 1 = Over $3
3 = 10-14 min
4 = 15-20 min
5 = more than 20 min
COMMUTER RAIL Frequency Price Hours of Service Weight
4 = 0 - 20 min 0 = Free - $5 0.5 = Over 6 Hours add 2
5 = over 20 min 1 = Over $5 1 = Up to 6 Hours
FERRY Frequency Price Hours of Service Weight
4 = 0 - 20 min 0 = Free - $5 0.5 = Over 6 Hours add 2
5 = over 20 min 1 = Over $5 1 = Up to 6 Hours
AMENITIES Source Score
Chicago Active 




NETWOrK ANALyST // rATiNG SySTEM OBSErvATiONAL SurvEyS // STruCTurAL









95th Street Calumet Park 5 5 4 3 3 4
87th Street Lakeside Dev. N/A 5 5 2 5 5
79th Street South Shore 3 4 3 2 5 4
71st Street South Shore N/A 3 3 3 3 4
63rd Street Jackson Park 5 3 3 5 1 4
55th Street Jackson Park 2 3 N/A 5 4 4
47th Street Burnham Park 2 2 2 4 3 N/A
Pershing Road Burnham Park N/A 5 4 5 5 2
31st Street Burnham Park 5 5 5 5 5 5
Cermak Road Burnham Park N/A 3 N/A 5 4 3
Roosevelt Road Grant Park N/A 2 4 5 4 5
Madison Street Grant Park N/A 3 3 4 4 5
Chicago Avenue Navy Pier N/A 5 5 5 4 4
North Avenue Lincoln Park N/A 3 3 3 2 3
Fullerton Avenue Lincoln Park N/A 3 5 4 3 4
Belmont Avenue Lincoln Park 4 2 3 5 4 5
Irving Park Road Lincoln Park 3 3 4 5 3 3
Lawrence Avenue Lincoln Park 2 1 5 3 3 3
Bryn Mawr Avenue Lincoln Park N/A 4 4 4 4 2
Devon Avenue Street End Beaches 2 3 5 5 5 5
Touhy Avenue Loyola Park 1 3 1 5 3 5
A9
OBSErvATiONAL SurvEyS // LANDSCApiNG OBSErvATiONAL SurvEyS // CLEANLiNESS
A11A10
ACCESS PO INT PARK NAME // LAWNS // WATER // TRAILS // FIELDS
95th Street Calumet Park 4 5 4 5
87th Street Lakeside Dev. 5 1 1 N/A
79th Street South Shore 3 1 5 4
71st Street South Shore 5 3 N/A 5
63rd Street Jackson Park 2 2 2 2
55th Street Jackson Park 4 1 N/A N/A
47th Street Burnham Park 4 1 3 4
Pershing Road Burnham Park 5 4 5 N/A
31st Street Burnham Park 5 5 5 5
Cermak Road Burnham Park 2 3 1 N/A
Roosevelt Road Grant Park 4 4 4 N/A
Madison Street Grant Park 5 5 4 5
Chicago Avenue Navy Pier 5 4 3 N/A
North Avenue Lincoln Park 3 2 2 N/A
Fullerton Avenue Lincoln Park 2 3 1 5
Belmont Avenue Lincoln Park 3 5 4 5
Irving Park Road Lincoln Park 4 5 5 5
Lawrence Avenue Lincoln Park 2 3 3 5
Bryn Mawr Avenue Lincoln Park 4 5 4 N/A
Devon Avenue Street End Beaches 2 5 N/A N/A
Touhy Avenue Loyola Park 4 5 4 5
ACCESS PO INT PARK NAME // LITTER // GLASS // GRAFFITI // WEEDS
95th Street Calumet Park 3.5 4 5 4
87th Street Lakeside Dev. 4 5 5 5
79th Street South Shore 2 5 3 2
71st Street South Shore 3 5 5 4
63rd Street Jackson Park 4 5 4 2
55th Street Jackson Park 4 4 5 4
47th Street Burnham Park 4 4 4 3
Pershing Road Burnham Park 5 5 5 5
31st Street Burnham Park 5 5 5 5
Cermak Road Burnham Park 2 2 4 1
Roosevelt Road Grant Park 5 5 5 4
Madison Street Grant Park 5 5 5 4
Chicago Avenue Navy Pier 5 5 5 5
North Avenue Lincoln Park 4 5 4 3
Fullerton Avenue Lincoln Park 5 5 5 4
Belmont Avenue Lincoln Park 4 5 5 4
Irving Park Road Lincoln Park 4 4 4 4
Lawrence Avenue Lincoln Park 3 5 2 3
Bryn Mawr Avenue Lincoln Park 4 5 4 N/A
Devon Avenue Street End Beaches 5 5 5 3
Touhy Avenue Loyola Park 4 5 4 3
OBSErvATiONAL SurvEyS // NEiGhBOrhOOD
A12








// # O F 
PEO PLE
95th Street Calumet Park 3 5 4 2 1
87th Street Lakeside Dev. 3 3 1 1 1
79th Street South Shore 5 3 2 1 3
71st Street South Shore 4 3 4 1 2
63rd Street Jackson Park 4 1 3 1 3
55th Street Jackson Park 5 4 5 1 3
47th Street Burnham Park 5 3 5 1 2
Pershing Road Burnham Park 2 2 2 1 1
31st Street Burnham Park 4 1 3 2 3
Cermak Road Burnham Park 3 1 1 1 1
Roosevelt Road Grant Park 4 2 3 2 4
Madison Street Grant Park 5 5 5 5 5
Chicago Avenue Navy Pier 2 5 5 1 5
North Avenue Lincoln Park 5 3 4 3 4
Fullerton Avenue Lincoln Park 4 4 4 2 4
Belmont Avenue Lincoln Park 4 5 4 2 4
Irving Park Road Lincoln Park 3 4 4 2 3
Lawrence Avenue Lincoln Park 3 4 3 2 4
Bryn Mawr Avenue Lincoln Park 5 5 5 5 4
Devon Avenue Street End Beaches 5 5 5 5 5
Touhy Avenue Loyola Park 5 5 4 5 4
fullerton parkway / lincoln park / radnis / 2014
bryn mawr avenue / kathy osterman beach / lincoln park / radnis / 2014
